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To the Author of a Piece, entitled 
Type Enthuſiaſm of 
Methodiſts and Fapiſts 
COMPARE D. 
Containing 


Some REMARKS on the 8 econd Part, 


- 


_— 
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— I am far from denying that God can, or a:th 


ſometimes enlighten Men's Minds in the @þpre- 


hending of certain Truths, or excite them to pod. 


Actions, by the immediate Influence and Aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit —Locke's Human Under- 
anding. Lib. iv. Ch. 19. § 16. 


| There are ſeveral Ways conceivable by us, how 


God may make known his Mill to us; either by 
immediate Voice from Heaven, or inward In- 
ſpiration to every particular Perſon, & c. — 


Biſhop Stillingfleet's Idolatry of the Church 7 


of Rome. Edit. 4. p. 557. 99. 


By JIN. PERRONET, A.M. 
icar of Shoreham in Kent, and Chaplain to 
the Right Hon. EARIL S TANHOP Ws 
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SECOND LETTER 


TO THE 


Auen of a Piece, 


INTITLED, 


The Enthuf haſm of Methodiſts and 


Pap ies, compared. 


; 8 1 KN; Shore bam, Now. 16, 1749. 


HEN a Piece appears in Public without 
"MN a Name, of ſo peculiar a Compo Alion as 


yours, the judicious Part of the World 


will eafily diſcern the Reaſon, why the Author 
ſhould chuſe to conceal himſelf. It is a Situation 
_ undoubtedly that has its Advantages: a Man, thus 


covered, can indulge many Liberties, which other- 
wile his Modiſly might prevent. And beſides, as he 
can, with greater Security, uſe his Adverſary ill; ſo 


he renders it much more difficult for any Arguments 


to reach himſelf. Becauſe, unleſs a Perſon be real 
known {for as to common Fame, ſhe,is not to be truſted} 


who can ſay, which are the likelieſt Arguments to 
have any . with him? Suppoſe a Man does not 


A 2 — 7.7%. 


10 22 


(4) 


profeſs the Doctrine of the Church of England; 


won't all Arguments drawn from thence be loſt upon 
him? Suppoſe he is but a very weak Believer ; 
will Arguments taken from the Gel itſelf appear 


of much Force to him? Or ſuppoſe he is only an 


errant Mit; (or that the Fork is the Production of 


more Vils than one) won't dry Reaſoning, eſpecially 
_ of a 1(4igious Nature, be apt to furniſh out mort 


Matter for Panter and Ridicule? Indeed as to 
yourſelf, you have plainly intimated,— that you are 
one of the Clergy®*+< and therefore having, I think, 
{1ficient Authority t: eſteem you as a D:4wine of the 


Church of England, I ſnall take the Liberty of preſ- 


fing you both with her Do#rine, and that of the 


Cee, whenever you ſhall ſeem to forget either. 
But fir, Sir, give me leave to think, that many of 


your Readers were agreeably enough ſurprized, 
when, inſtead of a ſecond Part, e of“ Things 
% too horrid and ſgochiug to the Mind,“ which was 
expected according to your Promiſe b, — they were 


entertained with a new 7- Boch, more than double 


the Bulk of the former. Tis true, you make a 
kind of Apology for this, having been, contrary to 
* your Intention forced upon a Third Part; the 


EFEuthinſiaſins of the Methodifgs are ſo many: nor 
„had you exactly enough computed the Number, 
* or confidered the Virtues of their conſecrated 
4. Beads*,” — I make no Queſtion, Sir, but you have 
many Readers, who will not only excuſe the Diſap- 


pointment; but rejoice, that you was ſo exceedingly 
out in your Ccmputation. Though I know not, 


whether a few may not ſuſpect, that ſome generous . 
Friend, having had the trouble of making this valu- 
able Collection, it was thought pity to lay aſide 


ſo extraordinery a Production; eſpecially when they 
found ſo great a Diſpoſition in the World to be 


8 


u. Pref. p. 5. 


Werty, 


2 1 11. D. 94. b Part 1. P- „ | 2 part | 
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merry,>However, be the Performance the Offipr ing 
of a /ingle Perſon, or many, it muſt be owned, this 


makes no Alteration in the Strength of the Argu- 


ments, and therefore ] ſhall all along conſider it, 
as the Work of- one Having premiſed thus much, 
I proceed to the Matto in your T7:t/:-Page, which is 
borrowed from Mr. Lyttelton. | 

That Gentleman there affirms, that“ A the 
% Divine Communications, Illuminctions, and Ecjta- 
* fie, to which the Merhodijt;, and ſeveral others] 
„ pretended, evidently ſprung fromlnuch Selfecenceit, 


working together with the Yapours of Melancholy 


upon a warm Imagination, & e.— 
I make no doubt, but theſe Things evidently thus 
appeared to that honourable Perſon ; who deſerves 
much Reſpect for his excellent Piece on St Paul's 


cc 


Con ſion: but I will venture to ſet Mr. Locke's 


Words againſt thoſe here quoted from him; and 
let either of them ſtand or fall according to the 


Judgment of the Reader. If any one ſhould be of 


Mr..Locke's Opinion,— that God does ſometimes en- 


lighten Men's Minds in the apprehending of cer- 


*- tain Truths, or excite them to good Actions, by the 
immediate Influence and A/Jiſtance of the Hely Spi- 
* rit,”*— then it is ſubmitted, whether that worthy 


Gentleman has not been too 52 and too general in 


his Determination? For though it does not follow, 
upon this Suppoſition, that a//, or even «xy, of thoſe 
Perſons actually had this immediate Influence or At. 
ance; yet it will follow, that /e-ze of them poſlibly 
might have had it: and ſince he has offered no con- 
vincing Reaſon for what he aſſerts; his Aſſertion can 
amount to no more than the taking t for granted, 


which ought to be proved. — But let us next proceed to 


your Preface to Mr. Whitefield, And whether the 


Whole of it be not one of the moſt con/erptuous 
Pieces of Satyr, that ever one Chriſtian Divine pub= 


bliſhed againſt another, — let the Reader judge. 
1 1 but 


C03 
But I would here firft obſerve, that notwithſtanding 
you would break the Force of what has been ob- 


jected, with regard to vidiculuis and irrelig ious Bau- 


ten, by mentionirg the Caſe of Biſhop Szilling fleet ; 
yet I really apprehend, Sir, that your Caſe and his 
are very differnt. For though you“ read that one 
of his Pepi Antagoniſts called him a Theological 
* Buffoon, impiouſly and profanely employing his 
« Wit in deriding and blaſphemiug the Popiſb 
% Scints%;” yet it is ſubmitted to every capable 


Reader, whether a// that Biſhop Stillingſſect has 
wrote, will bear a Compariſon with that one /ingle 


Page of yours, in your fr Parte. But ſuppoling, 
Sir, you had done no more than what that learned 
Biſhop had done many Years ago ; yet this could be 
no Excuſe for you; ſince you don't want to be told, 


that a Divine, of all People, ſhould not fellow a 


Multitude to do evil. — However, you declare, that 
* your man er of Writing (whether with Lewzty or 
* Gravity, affects not, in the leaſt, the Merits of the 
* Cauſe, That the Enthuſiaſm is exactly the ſame, 
« neither more nor leſs, better or worſe. And that 


* the only 2ue/tion to the Purpoſe, is, whether you 


have made your Quotatians jujtly and fairly? — 


As to your 2vctotics, Sir, ſome ſmall Notice will 
here be taken of them. But, at preſent, give me 


Leave to aſk, whether you really believe, that the 
ticating, of any Point either with Lewity or Gravity, 


i a Matter perfectly indifferent ? Are Men ſo capa- 


ble of judging of the Mcrits of a Cauſe, when they 


le ſet a Laughing at it? Were all the Athenians —_ 


proper Judges of the rea/ Character of Secrater, 


whatſt his Actions were 6r/:/qued upon the Stage; 


as if they had been laid before them in a proper 
Light? Ariſtophanes knew better, than to enter into 


a grave and ſerious Debate againſt that Philoſopher. 


— „ — 


P/, p. 4. P. 42. of the firſt Part, or my 


0 
former Lelſer, p. 26. EF. 5 
| He 


—— oe 


. 

He knew that the Generality of Men are not capa- 
ble of diſcerning Right from Wrong, or Truth from 
Error, when Mirth and Laughter have run away 
with all their Attention. But further, ſuppoſe, Sir, 
that Scarron, or Rabelais had taken it into their 
Heads, to have burle/qued a Chapter in Thomas & 
Kempis, Would their guoting the Words, and Book, 
and Chapter, be of much avail, when by ſome art- 

ful and ludicrous Management, they had prepared 

their Audience or Readers for Laughing : had 
taken Care that their Concluſion ſhould be as joceſe 
and mirthful as the Beginning? May not the moſt 
ſacred Things be repreſented in fo ridicalous a Light, 
that the quoting fairly and juſtly will keep none from 

Laughing, but the truly Wiſe, the Serious and Reli- 

gious? And what proportion, Sir, may #he/e bear to 

the ret of Mankind? Theſe, indeed, would be great- 
ly ſhocked at ſuch a Behaviour: whilſt the other, 
notwithſtanding all the Ex, of the Quotation, 
would be juſt as merry, as any could wiſh them to 
be. But let us, Sir, illuftrate this Point a little, by 
an Inſtance near at hand.—A certain Gentleman 
tranſcribed ſome Paſſages out of Mr. We/tey's third 

Journal, P. 19. His Quotations, ſo far as they go, 
are juſiy and fuirly made. But what by an extra- 
ordinary Introduction, and ſuitable Remarks after- 
wards, one of the moſt /piritual Narratives, is re- 
preſented as a moſt idle and ridiculous Rhapſody *,— 
Jo what Purpoſe then, Sir, is it, to quote Words and 

Pages, when the Serſe and De/ign of a Writer are fo 
groſly perverted? But we ſhall have yet occaſion to 
complain of the like Treatment, before the Con- 
cluſion of this Letter. However, after you have ſaid 
thus much in Defence of your manner of Writing, 

you add, that“ ſomething more ſerious, horrible, 

* and /hocking, will appear toward the End of this 


— 


8 This Author's firſt Part, p. 57. My former Lit 
ter, p. 11—13. - 5 
„ & ſecond 
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© Nature of the Subject will be apt to raiſe Abhor- 
* rence and Indignation, rather than Laughter.” P. 5. 


l beg, Sir, to be excuſed, if I really think, that 


all this has been performed already. I have at- 
tempted to ſhew, in my former Letter, that your 
firſt Part abounds with Things both horrible and 


ſhocking : and it is ſubmitted to the Reader, whe- 
ther your Manner there of treating the moſt /acred 


Things in the moſt /udicrous Manner, muſt not have 
raiſed much more Abhorrence and Iudignation than 


Laughter, in every good Mind. But to proceed — 


At P. 6. you ſay, that you ſhall not ſo eaſily give 


up your Parallel of the Mentaniſts: you find it 


&« flicks too cloſe, and is pinching,” &c. 5 
Moreover, you maintain, that * the Monta- 


% it were Heretics, full of Impoſtures and In- 


* pieties; ina word, the Methodiſts of their Times.“ 
Why truly, Sir, a Character more z//, and yet 
more conciſe, | think, cannot well be drawn up! But 
you ſeem a little diſpleaſed, that any Demur ſhould 
have been made to. hee Extradts, upon the Au- 


| thority of which, you have given this 2e De- 


' ſcription of the Montaniſts. You there expoſtulate 
in the following Manner: * Suppoſing [our 4c- 
* counts and Extradts] had not been founded on 
their ob Writings ; mult they therefore of courſe 
be precarious? Why really, Sir, according to 
the Courſe taken by /ome Writers, they might have 


been judged a 4t/: precarious. But you go on to 


alk, © Doth 20 Hi/ory deſerve Credit, but what 
« was Written by the Ars? I durſt anſwer for 
Mr. Whitefield, that he never meant to ſay any ſuch 


Thing. However, you tlius proceed, - What then 


„ becomes of the Faith of almoſt all Hiſtory ?''— 
Why, moſt certainly, Sir, the Faih of it mult riſe or 


ſink, in Proportion to the Faithfulne/s of the Hifto- 


„ian. As tor Inſtance, ſuppole ſome Hiftorian, 


evidently under the Impreſſion of ſtrong Proudices, 


ſhould 


* ſecond Part, and eſpecially in the ird; where the 
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63) 


ſhould take upon him to deſcribe the religious Opi- 


nions of any particular Set of Men; and ſhould raiſe 
a Laugh upon them by placing even the moſt ſacred 
Things in the higheſt Point of Roacut: „ who ſhould, 

through great Zeal, and great Inadvertency, violate 
that ſolemn Command of the Holy Spirit [Ephef. 
v. 4 ] which forbids Fil:hin5, and fooliſh Talking, 
and 7c/ting, which are not convenient or becoming '; 
and, in ſhort, who ſhould write in ſuch a Manner, 


that any one, with the ſame live Talents, and pur- 


ſuing the ſame Method, . might render all Perſons 
and Things entirely ridiculous and contemptible 3 
J fay, Sir, if there ſhould appear /uch an Hiſtorian, 
I ſubmit to yourſelf, whether his Hi/ory would de- 


ſerve to meet with the higheft Credit? 


But now, Sir, with regard to the Hiftory of the 
Moutaniſfts, you may remember, that I made not 


the leaſt Objection to its Faithfulneſs or Authority: 
on the contrary, I treated it as a moſt impartial and 


Guthintic Record. In my former Letter, I reaſoned 
upon a Paſſage you had extracted out of it. In 
that Paſſage we find a Charge brought againſt the 
Followers of Montanus, for being againſt -—_ 


| Games, Sports, and Plays; Dreſs, Furniture k, &C. 


Upon this, I ventured to remark, that © /ach a 
* Charge was not the Language of primitive Chriſtie 
* anity: but that it ſmelt Rank of thoſe Ages, 
* when Chriftians had loſt the Power of Godlineſs." 
And further, that“ Games, Sports, Plays, and Dreſs, 
were no Part of the Apeſtolic Doctrine; and that 


* ſuch Things could not be generally eſpouſed, till 


Men had forgot the Religion of a crucified Feſus\.”” 
And to confirm my Opinion, I referred to the 


learned Dr. Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity m. But 


—ü— 


— — 
— — 


b Part i. p. 11. 19 3844. 54, 55. 5759. 


„ T1, 15-21. $6; 
p. 6. | Letter to the Authir, p. 22. Part ii. 


now 
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now we are upon this Hiſtory, give me Leave, Sir, 
to make this further Obſervation, — that thoſe poor 
Montani ſis did thus far, at leaſt, underſtand the Go/- 
pel of Chriſt much better than thoſe, who brought 
this criminal Charge againſt them. And that the 
Reader may jadge 10 


ſome Account of Don Qui æotte, you conclude with a 
notable Saying of Sancho But does not a Divine go a 
little out of Character, when he thus talks Sancho's 
Language? However, Sir, you had been much more 
excuſable, if you had confined your Joles only to 


ſuch Pieces of Hiſtory. But we ſhall find, that the 


ſacred Oracles themſelves can't ſtop the Impetuoſity 
of your Mirth. | 


At p. 16. you fo very jocoſcly allude to the Motte | 


of Mr. Whitefeld's Letter, — Out of the Eater came 
forth Meat, that I fear ſome of your Readers won't 
be over-grave, when they happen to read the Chap- 
ter from whence it is taken, But do we live in 
an Age, Sir, that ſtands in need of being made m:rry 
upon ſuch Occaſions? At p. 37. Mr. Whiteficid 


having owned; that © he had given ſome wrong 
* Teaches to God's Ar — you tell him— This 


© was Uzza's Offence®; he was ſmitten for his 


** Raſhneſs: ſo are you.” —Is not this, Sir, too /ud;/- 


. eroufly ſpoken upon ſo af an Occaſion ? In 
the very next page 38. after having adviſed him to 


5 i ſend up à Petition to Hercules to come and help 


* him to cleanſe this Augean Stable; to wit, the 
of firft 2 his Life ;—you afterwards direct him, 
to purify bis Works by Fire. And as he had al- 
** ready confefſed and ſhewed his Deeds — to bring his 
* curious Books together, and burn them before all 
« Men. Acts xix. 18, 19 1 


n Nom. xii. 2. 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. 1 St. Pet. iii. 3, 


4. 18, Jobn ii. 15,16, 2 Sam. vi. 6,7. 


is; | 


or himſelf, I defire he would ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the Paſſages of Scripture below refer- 
red to n. At p . of your Preface, after having given 


Was | 


1 
Was this Scripture cited, for fear ſome of your 
Readers ſhould not know, that you had jefted in the 
expreſs Words of the ſacred Writings * But now 
leaving your Preface, let us proceed to the Book it- 
ſelf. You there aſk, p. 5—7. How can the 
& Methodift Teachers be otherwiſe than powerful 
9 Converters? What Heart can ſtand out againſt 
their perſuaſive Eloquence ?—What fo 1 
“, tender, and amorous, ſo foft, and ſo feet?” _ 
Well! the chearful Reader being thus duly pre- 
E to expect ſomething to /augh at, he is pre- 
ented with your Quotation; though through ſome 
hurry of your Pen, you have not mentioned whence 
it is taken, and thus again, p. 8, 9. However, the 
not citing either Book or Author will make na Al- 
teration, The Effects will be juſt the /ame. And 
though that Quctation contain not only ſome Sen- 
tences of a very ſerious Nature, but even ſeveral Paſ- 
ſages taken out of the ſacred Writings? ; yet the 
Reader being properly prepared to laugh, and being 
under no religious Reimht, he will not be diſap- 
pointed of his Mirth. And moreover he will find 
from p. 8 top. 12. /uch M\luftrations from the * at | 
Saint, as will highly exalt it. Thus is he enabled to 
read of Divine Manif:/tations, Communications with 
God, and the being wounded with the Lowe of God; 
and alſo ſome of the moſt ſpiritual Things in the 
facred Writings, in a laughing and profane Manner ! 
—When a Gentleman can thus, by ſuch a Manage- 
ment, put a ridiculaus Gloſs upon the moſt ſerious 
_ Matters; to what Purpoſe are all his fair and juſt 
| 5 ?—The ſame unhappy Method of pro- 
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if JG together the Words of God and 
an, in order to raiſe a Laugh, you purſue in more 
laces than one. I deſire the Reader would compare 


= v Canticles i. 13. Ch. ii. 4. Ch. v. 13. J/aiab 
Levi. 11, 12. %P. 9, 10, 11. N | 
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&e following Paſfages of Scr ipture*, r, with what you 
are banterins out of one of Mr. W:/ey's Journals, | 
in p. 57 and 58. of your fir! Part, But that the 
Reader may more eaſily compare theſe Places, I 
ſhall give him, out of your own Piece, ſo much as 
you have ſeen proper to quote. The Love of 
God was ſhed abroad in my Heart, and a Flame 
* kindled there, with Pains ſo violent, and yet ſo. 
very raviſhing, that my Body was almoſt torn 
% aſunder. I loved. The Spirit cried ftrong in my 
„Heart. I ſweated. I trembled. I fainted. I 
ſung.— My Soul was got up into the holy Mount. 

% I had no 1 ts of coming down again into 
é the Body.— Oh! I thought my Head was a 
Fountain of Water! I __ diſſolved in Love. 
& My belowed is mine, and J am his. He has all 
Charms. He has raiſed my Heart. — He is now | 
<« in the Garden, feeding among the Lillies. Oh! 
J am fick of Love l. 

I took Notice, ſome Pages above, that your In- 
troduction to this Quotation, and your After-Remarks 
upon it; had quite miſrepreſented the very Nature 
2 Defen of the Whole. In my former Letter, 

I quoted your Introduction, and obſerved, 
Tat & what you had been thus ridiculing, was a moſt 
affecting Deſcription of a Soul under ſpiritual 
Conflicts. And | now mention the Quctation it- 
ſelf, that the Reader may more eaſily be ſatisfied, 
that even the ſacred Oracles ſometimes can't always 
prevent you from raiſing a Laugh. 

At p & quoting ſome Expreſſions from the Me- 

thodijts, you acquaint the Reader, that “ their De- 
oy 99 tf in their lenz Grave, ee fleep i in that 


— 


— 


r Rem. v. 5. Cant, ii. 16. Ch. vi. 2, 3. Ch. ii. 
5. Ch. v. 8. Sce alſo Cant. i. 15, 16. St. wipe 
xvii. 4. 2 St, Pet. i. 18. and Rom. viii. 26, 27. 
aubich Places there is a manifeſt Alluſi fon, ſ we 
Willey's Third Journal, p. 19. „ 


Be 


L 
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t 2 Cor. xi. 17. 


„„ 
0 Bed perfumed by our dear Lord.” This is again 


repeated, p. 12. where you joco/ely aſk,— © How 


can a Body be otherwiſe, which Chriſt hath per- 


fumed and ſpiced with his own Hands ?*''—Ought | 


that ſacred Name, Sir, thus to be played with? Or is 
this agreeable to that Divine Charity, that Lowe of 
God and Man, which, you obſerve, p. 18.—doth 
not behave itſelf unſecmly. At p. 21. Mr, Weſley is 


charged with © ſometimes breaking out into this 
« ſame Confidence of Boaſting.” — One would almoſt _ 
think, Sir, that you ſuppoſed no Sreer was fo pun- 


ent, as What was couched in Scriptare-Words *! But 
befides, let any Reader turn to the Places you have 
referred to“, and then let him judge for himſelf — 
For after Mr. Weſley has enumerated many Things, 
which might appear the hol: of Religion to ſome 
Minds, he accounts them @// but Drofs, and lays 
down this Goſpel-Truth, that all he ever did, or 


© could knew, ſay, give, do, or ſuffer, would not 
© ;uſlify him in the Sight of God.“ And further 
declares, that he has no Claim to the Character 
of a Chriſtian ; but that he is alienated from the 
Life of God, and a Child of Wrath.” —Had you, 
Sir, had Leiſure to have mentioned ſome of theſe 


Particulars, it might have helped the Reader to have 


formed a more equal Judgment of what you call— 


a long String of Self-Commendaticx. 
But © there remains, you think, a higher Inſtance 
of his Sufficiency and Preſumption, in ſpeaking of 
„ himſelf and his Brother.” Ibid. To make this 


Charge good, you quote the following Lines 
The Wiſdom of God has for many Years, in a 


remarkable Manner, guarded againſt this Pretence, 
« withreſpe@ to my Brother and me in particular.” 
— But now, if the Reader ſhould enquire, What 


Pretence Mr. Veſiey means? It is, according to you, 


A | 7 .- 4. For LB 67, 68, 69: 
See alſo p. 70. which is 2 laſt in that Journal. . 
1 5 the 
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many great Abilities.— But firſt, the Rea 
know, that Mr. Veſtey does not uſe that Word at 


(44) 


the © Pretence of not employing fir Inflruments.” 


For theſe Words you add by way of Explanation. 


Here then is room for the Reader to ſuſpect, con- 


ſidering how you have introduced the Charge, that 
Mr. W:/ley, under that Term, might e aber 
ris to 


all. And further, that he is there only replying to 


an Objection, to wit, that © the Inſtruments em 


* ployed were wicked Men v.“ - And might not 
Mr. W:/l:y, with great Madeſty, affirm, that God 


* had guarded againſt this Pretence, with reſpe@ to 
* himſelf and Brotber? Let the Reader judge, 
what Inflance of high Sufficiency and Fre this 
is. But you next proceed to quote the following 
Lines, — What Perſons could, in the Nature of 
Things, have been (antecedently) leſs liable to 
Exception, with regard to their moral Character, 
at leaſt, than thoſe the all-wiſe God hath now 
employed? Indeed, I cannot deviſe what manner 


% of Men could have been more unexceptionable 


on all Accounts Here, Sir, you finiſh your 
| Quotation; and indeed it was high Time, for had 
| you go on but one Line further, the Reader would 


have begun to ſee the whole of Mr. Weſſey's Mean- 


ing.—For thus he expreſſes and explains himſelf. — 
Had God, ſays he, endued us with greater natural 
or acquired Abilities, that very Thing might 
have been turned into an Objection. Had we 


«© been remarkably defe&ive; it would. have been 


Matter of Objection, on the other Hand. Had 
Wwe been Diſſenters of any kind, — or even /ow 


* Church-Men (ſo called) it would have been a great 


„ Stumbling-Block. in the Way of thoſe, who ate 
«© zealous for the Church. And yet had we conti- 


'© nued in the Impetuoſity of our High Church-Zeal; 


© —neither ſhould we have been willing to con- 


2 - 


Ser p. 114. of the Further Appeal. 
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« verſe with Diſßenters, nor they to receive any good 
« at our Hands.“ And further, he obſerves, that 
“ ſome Objections were kept out of the Way, by 
© their known Contempt of Money and Prefer- + 
ment: and others by that rigorous Strictneſs of 
Life, which they exacted, not of others, but them- 
« ſelves only. It is on theſe Accounts, Sir, that he 
thinks none © could have been leſs liable to Ex- 
* ception *.“ Let the Reader now judge, whether 
this be vaunting and proclaiming himſelf the ftteft 
on all Accounts, as you term it, p. 23. Let him de- 
termine how fairly Mr. W:/ley is here repreſented ; 
even though you have guoted his own Words. Since 
by omitting every Sentence, which might have 
cleared up his Meaning, the Reader is as much in 
the Dark, as to his true Deſign, as if you had not 
quoted one Syllable. But however, your Maga- 
zine of Parallels farniſhes out a Compariſon between 
the two Brothers, and St. Dominic and St. Francis; 
Whoſe Hiſtory, in ſhort, is this. It ſeems © when 

our Lord was ready to deſtroy Mankind for their 
« 'Wickedneſs, the Virgin Mary prevails, that theſe 
« two Servants and Clicnts of ber's might firſt be 
“ ſent, to reform the World by their Labours and 
% Preaching.” P. 23. 


* 


Tf a critical Reader ſhould oo” to the Compart- 
ſon, and think it does not tally very exactly; he 
__ ought to recolle& the Rule, which equally holds 
good on all preſſing Occaſions— IS 
Si peſis, recte: fi non, quorungue modo —— 
Hart. lib. i. Epiſt.i. 3 66. 
Bas, — mg entertain a better Opinion of it: 
the Compariſon appears to you quite adequate ; 
though © you can at preſent think of no other: 
_ — which, by the Way, is a little wonderful; con- 
ſmſdering the Sore-Houſe from whence they are taken! 


"02 x See the Further Appeal, p. 114—116. 2 
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I was willing to place all their Inſtances of waznting 
and boaſting together; and therefore omitted a Par- 
ticular at p. 22. which I deſire now to mention. 


After you have there taken Notice of what you call 
** ſtrange Sort of tumultucus Triumph at a religious 
Meeting to hear the Herd, — you afterwards 
make this Remark,—** But— /#ch Henour have all 


the Saints,” Why will you, Sir, thus 7% in Scrip- 
ture-Words) ? Why will you give ſuch Pleaſure and 
Authority to the Deſpi/ers of Divine Revelation? It 


is ſubmitted, whether jeſting in the Language of 
Scripture does not nearly approach to jeſting «por it ? 


hut I deſire next to proceed to p. 24, 25. After 


you have quoted ſome Paſſages out of Mr. Law's 
Treatiſe of Regeneration (where you ſay he is ſpeak- 


ing of the Merhodifts and their Doctrines) you let the 
Reader know, that there is much more, well deſerving 


the ſerious Conſideration of the Methodiſts. AL 
I have, Sir, a great Eſteem for the Parts and 

Piety of that worthy Man. I think many of his 
Works deſerve the ſerious Confideration, not only of 
Methodiſts, but Anti-Methodiſts. Such as his pradi- 


cal Treatiſe upon Chriſtian Perfection. His Serious 


Call to a devout and holy Life. His earneft and ſeri- 


eus Anſwer (and the Defence of it) to a Piece, intitled 


the Folly, Sin, and Danger of being Righteous ower- 


much, But I cannot approve of Mr. Law's Opi- 
nion, to wit, that“ he who is deeply humble, and that 


* abhors Self- Juſtification, and truly knows the 


Free-Grace of God, is not the moſt likely to come 
into is Religion [of the Methodiſts ]*.*'— Tt 


ſhould be obſerved however, that Mr, Law men- 
tions no Name: though whom he deſigns, is plain 


enough. But my Reaſon for diſſenting from him is, 
becauſe the very Reverſe of this appears to be the 


Eſaln exlix. 9. 4 Reference is made to 


p. 85. 88. 94. of the Treatiſe on Regencration, Ste 
Truth 


1 

Truth of the Caſe.— What Sy/em of their Religion 

or Doctrines Mr. Law might have met with, I know 
not: but one principal Doctrine of the Methodifts, 
being Juſtification by Faith only ;— ſuch a Faith as 
can alone be wrought by the Spirit of Chrift; 
which muſt empty the Soul of all Reliance and De- 
pendence but on Chrift only; — ſay, this being a 
principal Doctrine of the Methodiſts, it is juſt as far 
removed from Pride and Self-Fuſtification, as Light 
is from Darkneſs. And therefore I muſt conclude 
(in direct Oppoſition to that Gentleman's Opinion) 
that © whoever is deeply humble, and abhors Se. 
% Fuſiification, and truly knows the Free Grace of 
God, is certainly the moft /ikely to embrace His 
Religion. But let us next proceed to Mr. Law's 
Queſtions ; which I here take from his own Trea- 
tiſe, —“ Is there not likely to be a more hurtful 
« Self- Feeling, a more hurtful Se/f-Confidence, a 
„ more hurtful Se/f-Tru/?, a more dangerous Se/f- 
Deceit, in making Faith to depend upon theſe in- 
« ward Workings and Feelings, than in making it 
**© dependant upon outward good Works of our 
% own? ?”? _ . | . . 
I anſwer, that Faith no more depends on the in- 
ward Workings and Feelings of the Mind, than the 
Cauſe depends on the Efef5s, Whenever the Love 
cf God, for Inſtance, takes Place in the Soul, there 
will be, I preſume, ſome Conſciouſneſs of it; 
which divine Love does not depend on that Conſci- 
eu/ncſ5, but the Conſciouſneſs proceeds from, and de- 
pends on, that divine Love, Thus whenever there is 
a divine juſiifjing Faith wrought in the Soul, there 

will be Brace and God®: and where a Soul is vow 
at Peace with God, who was before at Enmity with 
him, will it not fee/ the glorious Difference? Take 
a Perſon, who has felt the Wrath of God; and who 
has afterwards experienced this Peace; and he will 


© Treatiſe on Regeneration, p. 83. b Rom. v. 1. 
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tell us the Difference. We muſt therefore venture 
to ſay, that where this true Go/pe/ Faith is, there we 
ſhall be conſcious of it: ſince we bleſſed Effects and 
Operations of it muſt be elt by us. But how /uch 

@ Faith is likely to be attended with many more 
deſtructiue Conſequences, than a Faith dependant on 
our own cutward good Works ; muſt be left to thoſe, 
who are able to comprehend it. It appears to me 
the ſame Thing, as to affirm, that a Faith wrought 
by the Spirit of Truth, is like to prove more danger- 


Ous, than a Faith wrought by the Spirit of Error.— 


JI know that that worthy Perſon means no ſuch 
Thing: I only affirm, that his Words ſeem to carry 
ſuch a Senſe. The Miſtake muſt have aroſe through 
ſome Miſapprehenſion or other. However, I muſt 
beg Leave to affirm, that as the juliffing Faith of 
he Goſpel depends au upon the Spirit of Chrift, 


muſt be wrought by Vim, and will cauſe the Soul to 
dee that Chri/t is all in all; therefore, under the 
Influence of fuch a Faith, there cannot be the leaſt 


Dan zer or Self-Confede nice or : Self-Deceit.—F rom 
Self- Juſtification indeed, and a Reliance on our own 
good Works, whether inward or outward, every bad 


_ Conſequence may juſtly be feared. —And here it 


may not be amiſs to take Notice of another Ob- 
jection of this Gentleman. He ſays, that he 
* Matter will not be much mended, by ſaying, that 
* this Feeling and Aſurance is acknowledged to be 


© the pure Gift of God, and ſo cannot be called our 
_ Þ**. on, or our own Fuſtification. For if I have not 
this Gift of God, till I pronounce it myſelf, till 


© my own Feeling and Aſſurance confirms it to me, I 
am ſelf-juſtified, becauſe my Juſtification ariſes 
from what I feel and declare of myſelf<,” — 


With all Submiſſion to Mr. Law, I think he is here 
entirely miſtaken : and his Mitake may be illuſtrat- 


ed by an Inſtance out of the Gaſpel. Was not 
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a 
the Leer healed, before he promunced that he was 
heale#? Nay, muſt it not have been, in Order of Na- 
ture, before his own Feeling or Aſſurance could confirm 
it him? But ſuppoſe that a//-bappened at the ſame 
Inſtant of Time; would the Man therefore have 
been /e/f-healed? Or would his Cure have been ſaid 
to ariſe from what he f#/t or declared of himſelf 
On the contrary, would not his Declaration have 
aroſe from his fee/ing, or being /en/ib/e of what 
Chrift had done for him; and muſt not ſuch Feeling 
or Knowledge ariſe from the Cure itſelf ?—Thus are 
we juſtified, before we pronounce it ourſelves; nay, be- 
fore our Feeling or Aſſurance can confirm it to us. 
But this 7 uſtification does not ariſe from what we 
feel or declare; but, on the contrary, our Feeling 
ariſes from our Fuftification; and this Fuſtificatian 
being the Free-gift of God in Chriſt, and applied to 
the Soul by Faith, is intirely the Rewer/ſe of Self- 
Juſtification. Therefore this Error ſhould not be 
charged on the Principles of the M. t hodiſta. * 
Ü bus, Sir, I have given you my Reaſons for dif- 
fering from that Gentleman's Sentiments in theſe 
Points; and proceed to take ſome notice of p. 26. 
of your own Piece. e 35 

You firſt mention ſome Inſtances out of Mr. 
Veſey, of Perſons who had fallen into the Wiles and 
Snares of Satan, after they had experienced the Love 
of God in their Hearts; and then you quote the fol- 
lowing Words, O who is ſecure from Satan; 
„ transforming himſelf into an Angel of Light *? 
After this, you thus remark, ** It were to be wiſh'd, 
© that the Teachers themſelves would duly weigh 

* their own Reffections; and that all others would 
* abſtain from ſuch a Diſpenſation, which confeſſedly 
leads People into theſe horrid Experiences of Blaſ- 

«** phemy and Pride.” 1 4 5 * 
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I could really wiſh, Sir, that 21! Teachers, and all 
that are taught, would 4uly aweigh ſuch important Re- 
flections ! It might cauſe many a careleſi Creature 
to watch and pray, and to turn their Laughter into 
Mourning. Pi 

For if ſuch as have found the Lowe of God in 
their Hearts be not ſecure from the Viles of Satan, 
what Security have thoſe, who, with reſpect to the 
Power of Religion, live even without God and Chriſt 
in the World? VVV | 

But is Foy in God, and the Love of God, not to be 
ſought after, becauſe the Devil has ſometimes ſo well 


aimed his fiery Darts, as to wound many a Soul who 


has had Experience of thoſe Things? You know 
better. But you would have a// to abſtain from that 
 Difpenſaticn which confeffedly leads People into theſe 
 borrid Experiences. & . 
But how does this ſtand confe/ed? It is confeſſed, 
indeed, that ſeveral fe// into theſe Snares of the 
Dewil; and that be led them into thoſe Snares: 
But it appears, that they had firſt the Love of God 
ſhed in their Hearts; and I preſume, that this Diſ- 
penſation was a Means of bringing them firſt into 
that glorious State. There is, ſurely, no Doubt to 
be made, but the great Apoſtle and his Converts were 
under the Go/pel-diſpenſation ; but he plainly gives 
them to underſtand, that they muſt expect to aureſtie 
with all the Powers of Darkneſs e: And you are too 
well acquainted with the primitive Hiſtory, to ſup- 
poſe that all the firſt Chri/tians came off Conguerorsf, 
Bat I muſt here further obſerve, for the ſake of ma- 
ny Readers, that they ſhould not fancy they are ſafe 
from the Wiles of Satan, becauſe they are free from 
blaſphemous Thoughts and ſpiritual Pride: They 
ſhould always remember, that the Devil has other 
Miles than theſe; ſuch as, the Cares, and Riches, 
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and Pleaſures, of this Lis; Malice, Guile, Hyße- 
criſy, Envy, and Ewvil-ſpeaking ® ; Cevetouſneſs, which 
is Idolatry; and Hatred of our Brother, which is 
Murder in the ſight of God; corrupt Thoughts, and 
corrupt Communications k; focliſh 2 and unbe- 
coming Feſting ; a Conformity to this World, a Lowe 
of it, and the Pride of Life"; a contenting our- 
ſelves with a mere outward Religion, and the being 
under no real Concern about the renewing of our 
Minds", Theſe, and many other Snares, the Devil 
often lays for us; and every thinking Perſon may 
judge, how many he often entangles. All who are 
_ entangled in any of theſe Vices or Follies, are 
actually in the Snares of the Devil, let them be as 
merry, as jews as careleſs, and as thovghtleſs, as 
they pleaſe. Cn non ol Cu]. OH 
But let us now go on to p. 34. You there, Sir, 
charge Mr. Whitefeld with ſuch a Crime, that, if he 


be guilty, it calls loud for a moſt ſolemn Repent- 


_ ance ; but if he be innocent, I know not how you 
will ever be able to forgive your/e/f! © He preſumes, | 
you ſay, to rob our Saviour of his very Office of 
© Redeemer,” A Crime, moſt certainly, of the 
| Glackeſt Dye! But how is it proved hy thefe 
are his Words; © Though Satan, for ſome Weeks, 
* had been biting my Heel, God was pleaſed to ſhew 
me, that I ſhould ſoon bruiſe his Head *,” And 
in another place, you ſay, that, © indecd, he allows 
his Brother-Methodiſis a Share of this Preroga- 
© tive:” © Though Satan is permitted to bruiſe our 
Heel, yet we ſhall, in the End, bruiſe his Head p.“ 


s Luke viii. 14. 1 Tim. v. 6. James v. . ® 1 Pet. 
Ui. 1, I Col. iii. 5. Luke xii. 15. 1 Fobn iii. 15. 
* Matth. v. 28. Epbeſ. iv. 20. Epb. v. 4. 
m Rom. Xiu. 2. 1 John il. 15, 16. v Lake xvin. 
11, 12. Fohniv. 23. 2 Tim. iii. 5. Ephd/. iv. 23. 
2 Cor. v. 17. Gal. vi. 15, © Firft Dealing, p. 46. 
P Third Journal, p. 86. J 


But 
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But is not the Victory over Satan a Prerogative, Sir, 
which you hope to are in, as well as Mr: !Fhite- 
feld and his Brethren ? Is it any thing more, than a 
Privilege purchaſed by Chrift for every true B.licw- 
ert? But, you ſay, in both Places this Robtery 
js committed, without any Allowance to Chr:/, 


or Intimation of his doing it by Mr. Wh:iteficld's 
Meant, or Iuſtrumentality of the Methadiſts.”* That 
is, I preſume, ſuch Allowance, or Inſtrumentality, 
was not expre/ly. mentioned. But is this, Sir, ſuffi. 


cient to ground ſuch a Charge upon? Could you 
really perſuade yourſelf, that he deſigned to exc/ute 


the Power and Azency of Chriſt, becauſe he did not | 
 adually mention tho/e Words,. or Words to the ſame 
effect? Where then, Sir, was that Charity, which 


thinketh no Evil; which belieweth all things, and 


, hopeth all things Let the Reader judge, whether 
here is Cauſe for ſuch Treatment; or for thinking. 
„that ſuch Perſont, by ſuch Expreſſions, are either 

% purleſyuing the Scriptures, or run mad with Pride; 

or whether it bears any Reſemblance with that az- 
 * pichriflian Power, who opened his Mouth in Blaſ- 

s * phemy ? Rev. xiii. 4, 5, 6. Theſe are all, in- 


deed, very ſtrong Expreſſions! You next, Sir, go 


on to attack Mr. Veſſey in the following manner. 
Upon our charging the Methodifts with maki 


* themſelves /ike the Apoſtles, Mr. Weſley. calls this 


a filly Objection, —becauſe every Man ought, in 
. ſome reſpe#s, to be like the Apoſtles, in holy Tem- 

© pers, Exemplarineſs of Life, Labours, [ingefati- 
e pable Labours] for the Good of Souls“. To which 


you reply, Who doubts it? or blames any Mortal 


* for it?“ But don't you really, Sir, know any 
Perſon, who has ridicule more Mortals than one for 
theſe Things? Is not Mr. Weſiey laughed at, for 


See the leared Biſhop Patrick, in Gen. iii. 15, and 
 Grotius, in Rev. xii. 17. [1 Cor. xiii. 5. 7. 


P. 35. * Farther Appeal, Part ili. p. 107 
1 . | * reſolving 
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© reſolving not to indulge the leaſt Lewiry of Beha- 
« viour ?** Does not one of the popi/» Saints under- 
go the ſame Diſcipline, becauſe © not a Word fell 

5 from her that was not religious and holy?” And 

a ſecond, becauſe her Lips were never opened but 

to chant the Praiſes of God? Again, is not the 

being © inflamed, like St. Ignatius, with a Zeal of 
promoting God's Honour, referring all his Actions 
and Purpoſes to God's greater Glory; this being 

* his holy Ambition, the Life and Soul of all his 
Actions“ I ſay, is not all this mentioned by way 

of Banter and Ridicule x? Is not another introduced 
in the ſame manner, for long trying to be holy to 
© no purpoſe ? And are not the Labour: and Zeal 

of Mr. Veſey and Mr. Whitefield, in relation to the 
ſawing of Souls, repreſented © only as the natural un- 

* ſettled Humour, the rapid Motion of enthufiaſlic 

% Heads?” And, to render the Whole more idi- 
culous, are we not told of a Nun that was drunk with 


i | Zeal for the Converſion of Sinners and Infidels *? 


And, only to mention one Place more, which ſhall be 
out of your preſent Piece, After you have mention- 
ed ſome Accounts from Mr. W:/ley, & c. of the Suc- 
ceſs attending their Labours, This, you ſay, is a 
 ©'Sperimen” of their Succeſs in Converſions; and yet 
we can match them among their Elder Brethren.” 
Amongſt others of theſe Brethren, you mention St. 
Francis, © whoſe Preaching was ſo wonderfully mo- 
eving, —that==the very Harlots were converted. 
Many, inflamed with Devotion, and Defire of 
Perfection, contemning all mundane Vanities, fol- 
* lowed his Footſteps *.** And is not here, Sir, a 
ſufficient Anſwer to your Qneftion, = ©* Vo blames 
* any Mortal for holy Tempers, Exemplarineſs of Life, 
and Labours for the Good of Souls? But I muſt 
ſtill add a further Remark. on the laſt Paragraph; 


"© Parti. pig. *Þ,om," Pas *P.ae 
27. Part ii. p. 4, 5. 5 hd 


where, 
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where, according to your joco/e way, you mention, 
many inflamed with Devotion—and contemning all 
% mundane Vanities.” Are not theſe laſt Words, 
Sir, in the manner you quote them, a moſt pious 
Commentary on thoſe 4wful Expreſſions of the Holy 
Spirit, Lowe not the World, neither the Things that 
* are in the World. If any Man love the World, the 
Love of the Father is not in © himb. But further, 
How would the Church of Rome rejoyce, if their 
Saints and Fo/lowers had been always THus anſwer- 
ed! May not the Words of Hecuba to old Priamus 
be uſed upon this Occaſion ? | 


Non tali auxilio, nec defenſoribus iflts 


Tempus eget. Virg. &neid. lib. ii. # 521, Kc. 


It is ſubmitted to every ſerious Chriſtian, whether 
either Pope/y or Infidelity; either the Confidence of 
the Phariſee, or the Careleſneſs of the Publican; 
will ever be overthrown by ſuch Arguments as theſe? 

However, you proceed to clear yourſelf and o- 
thers from the Charge of blaming any Mortal on 
thoſe Accounts ; and thus declare in the following 
manner. FF | 
et is not, you ſay, for making the Apo/iles an 
% Example of Holineſs, Fc. that we fix our Charge 
* on the Mcthodiſis; but for Unhelineſs, in proud 

e Boaſtings of a like Dignity and Authority; for 
Pretenſions to Iiſpiration, and other extraordinary | 
« Gifts, and miraculous Powers, — and even com- 
{© paring themſelves with our Lord.“ P. 36.—Theſe 
are all, Sir, very home Charges; and it muſt be ac- 7 
knowledged, that you jgenerally charge very hame, © 
But I have here only this one Favour to beg of the = 
Reader,—that he will always reflect, without Biaſe | 
or Partiality, how far the Px oors come up to your 

inn, 1 2 88 
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At p. 43. you ſpeak of ſome Inſtances of an ex- 
traordinary Nature, procured by the Merits and In- 
terceſſion of the Methodiſts. Does any of the Me- 
thodifts fay one Word of any thing procured by their 
Merits ? if they do, let the Paſſages be produced, 
and let the Guilty take Shame to themſelves, If they 
are innocent, I leave you, Sir, to take what you 
pleaſe to yourſelf. 3 15 : 
Next follow a © few Caſes, containing, you ſay, 
* the miraculous Favours of Heaven towards them- 
* ſelves.” P. 44. Thoſe Caſes certainly contain ſome 
very ſerious Accounts of remarkable Providences, and 
of Anſwers to Prayer; and which might put /ome 
Chriſtians in mind of thoſe divine Words, The Eyes 
 *© of the Lord are over the Righteous, and his Ears are 
© open unto their Prayers ©,”* But here they are only 
made the Subject of Mirth and Drollery. P. 44-47. 
Again, you fay, p. 47, that the ſame Accounts 
** we have of God's clearing up the Weather, for the 
_ ** ſake of the Methodiſts and Company. Is it pro- 
per, Sir, or becoming, to uſe that aw// and tre- 
 #eendous Name of God, when we are bantering or 
playing the Droll? V 5 
At p. 48. you tell us, that“ Mr. W:/tey travel- 
ling on Foot, in the Night, in a heavy Rain, weary, 
and not knowing his Way, —has a Group of Mira- 
cles to relieve him in each Particular.“ I beg, 
Sir, we may hear Mr. Veſtey himſelf. —After men- 
tioning the Circumſtances above deſcribed, he thus 
goes on,—* I could not help ſaying in my Heart, 
* (though aſhamed of my want of Reſignation to 
„God's Will) O that thou wouldſt fay the Bottles 
* of Heaven] or, at leaft, give me Light, or an 
* honeſt Guide, or ſome Help in the manner thou 
„ knoweſt !-—Preſently the Rain ceaſed ; the Moon 
broke out; and a friendly Man overtook me, who 


— 
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„ ſet me on his Horſe, and walked by my 
Side 4. Ee. MI | 

A ſerious Chriſtian of a /ow Capacit; might take 
occaſion from hence to reflect on that Saying of the 
Pſalmiſt, Thou that heareft the Prayer, unto Thee 
% all all Fleſh come. At leaft ſuch a one might 
wonder, what here was to /acer or laugh at: Why, 
it ſeems, Mr. /:/ley being reproved by Mr. Church 
&« for this Enthufiaſm and Preſumption. =Give me 


leave, Sir, juſt to obſerve, that an ordinary Reader 


could as ſoon have found out Hereſy or Treaſon ! 
Where, I beſeech you, is the Euthuſiaſin or Preſum- 
ption in Mr. W:/lty's mentioning, that he was greatly 


_ diſtreſſed, that he prayed for Deliverance, and that 
he immediately met with it! However, what does 


Mr. Veſiey anſwer upon this Repro? Why, he 


ſays, © he would not have us look upon it as mira- 
t eulcus.” And why then, Sir, would you find a 


Group of Miracles in every Particular? Does this 
become a fair Hiſtorian? But how would he have 
it eſteemed? why, only as © a fignal Inſtance of 
© God's particular Providence.” And what Evil is 
there in all this? Why firſt you preſs him with a 
Difficulty, that may fling an Air of Contradiction 
upon his Words: For © notwithſtanding (you ſay) 
this Diſtinction, if this ſignal Iuſtance of particular 


« p gwidence be effected in a miraculous manner, 


„where is the Difference? You might full as well 
have ſaid, © if it was effefed by a Miracle, was it 
not a Miracle? And who, Sir, will doubt or diſ- 
pute it? But has Mr. W/ey ſaid any thing like it? 
Or, are there o Inſtances of a particular Providence 
but what are effeded in a miraculous manner? But; 
however, Mr #/ley adds, you ſay, with a ſeeming 
« Submiſſion, —Let it paſs then as a Trifle not worth 


relating. I durſt ſay he uſed the ſame kind of 
Submiſſion as other wiſe Men do, when they are wil- 


4 Fourth Journ. p. 69, 70. Fa Inv. 2 
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ling to let their Opponents enjoy their own Thoughts. 
But that the Reader may judge for bimſelf, I 
ſhall here give him Mr. eis Words, juſt as they 

ſtand in his Firſt Letter to Mr. Church. © Here 
* you remark, ſays Mr. Ne, If you would not 
« have us look on this as Miraculous, there is nothing 
ein it worthy of being related“ To this Mr. Weſ- 
ley replies, © It may be ſo; let it paſs then as a 
„ Trifle not worth relating: But fil it is no Proof 
f Enthuſiaſm. For I would not hace you look on it 
* as, miraculous; I do not myſelf look on it as ſuch ; 
but as a ſignal Inſtance of God's particular Prowvi- 
* dence over all thoſe who call upon him f.“ 55 

Does Mr. W:/l:y here ſay one thing which is juſtly 
exceptionable? He gives that Gentleman full Li- 
berty to eſteem that Affair as he pleaſes: but de- 
clares he looks upon it himſelf, as a fgnal Inſtance 
of God's particular Providence. — Nothing can be 
more open, nothing more conſiſſent. Does he not 
here, according to your own Wiſh, clearly and in 
expreſs Words, tell you what he claims, and what 
he renounces? What is here that is manifeſtly wa- 
ie? p. 50. What colour of a Pretenge to intro- 
_ duce a Story about © St. Tera, who [it ſeems] ob- 
“ tained, that a Well of very bad Water ſhould be- 
. OMe Fea ns and be conveyed into her Monaſtery 

by a ſeemingly impoſſible Current.“ If a Read- 
er ſhould be amazed why this wonderful Tale is 
brought in, he may ſoon be ſatisfied of the Reaſon : 
for, it ſeems, —** ſhe has the /ame prevaricating Plea 
« with Mr. Weſley: [ſhe ſays] I reckon not this for a 
Miracle, but to ſhew cur ſtrong Faith; for the 
thing happened juſt as I have related it.“ P. 50. 
But it happens, Sir, exceedingly unfortunate, that 
Mr. Meſtey aſcribes no part of his Deliverance to his 
frrong Faith : fo far from it, that he owns, he was 


k Anfeer 5 the Reverend Mr. Church's Remarks, 
P. 41, 42. 
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* aſhamed of his wart of Refignation to the Divine 
© Will.” This was, ſurely, no great Symptom of 


* a ſtrong Faith. He therefore aſcribes the Whole 
to the Divine Goodneſs ; to that ** particular Prowvi- 
* dence of God, wh ch is over all thoſe that call upon 
* him.” Let the Reader now determine, whether 
there be any more Agreement between the tee Pleas, 
than between the 7200 Hiſcries? It muſt, indeed, 

be owned, that you had allo compared it with other 


famous © laſtances of Popiſb Saints ; ſome of whom 


were quite dry in the midſt of Rain; others had 
* zo Rain falling where they were preaching, tho? 


* Showers all around them.“ P. 48, 49. Now the 
Reader may be pleaſed to recollect, that Mr. Veſey 
happened not to be quite dry, but to be extremely 
wet, in the midſt of Rain; the Showers falling uper 


him, as well as around him. However, you have 
there ſome Inſtances of © Storms turned into Calms 
by their Prayers. &c. This, it muit be acknow- 
ledged, ſeems to approach Mr. W:/ley's Cafe : but 
then here is alſo an anteavard Circumſtance, which 


ſpoils all again. For St. Anthony puts the Reſary 


* over his Head, and prays to the Virgin Mary. 
« Brother George only repeats his Roſary: and St. 


* Edmund commanded. the malignant Spirits of Wa, 


« tex to depart, by making'the Sign of the Croſs.” 
Behold now, friendly Reader, the Compariſon / 
A Man praying to his God, and meeting with an 
Anſwer to his Prayers, is ridiculed by the Behaviour 
of thoſe, who either pray to the Saints, or command 
away the Spirits of Mater by the Sign of the Croſss ; 
or who turn their R-/aries into Umbrellas ! 
Can a Man, Sir, want for Parallels or Compar:- 


ſons, when he can meet with ſuch an inexhouſtible 


Tc gon of them in the Lives of the Saints? You 
might well ſay, Sir, that, by way of Compari/en 


Bot Ts] might produce Hundreds of Inſtances of ; 
a Pepiſh Saints being quite dry in the midſt of 


Kain. &c. p. 185 For what Inſtances may not 
be 
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be expected in ſo copious and fo curious a Collection? 
Prom p. 51 to p. 75. you ſo very joco/ely treat of 
Satan and his Temptations, as can but poorly prepare 
our /aughing Age to guard againſt that formidable 
Enemy of their Souls! When a ſeriaus Chriftian 
reads of his Depths, Devices, Snares, Siftings, Buf- 
fetings, Pofſeſſions, and Fiery-Darts8; and that we 
are JireQted to put on the awho/e Armour of God; to. 
watch and pray, and to be ſober, in order to e 
and withſtand him Þ ; is it not ſufficient to make ſuch 
a Chriſtian tremble, to find a Teacher of the Goſpel 
treating Mens Conflicts and Combats with that dread- 
ful Adverſary, in a laughing and ludicrous manner? 
Are ſuch Things, Sir, to be played with? | 
At p. 54 and 55. you let the Reader know, after 
what manner both Naturalifts and Divines have 
© aſſured us, the Devil often goes out of the Bodies 
Hof the Paſſeſſedl.“ The Account, Sir, is only fit 
to be inſerted in a Diary of Sancho. Whatever Ex- 
cuſe may be made for Gregory of Tours, and your: 
other Authors, I fear the — cannot be made for 
all that quote them. Naturaliſis and Phyſicians may 

be allowed to ſpeak of many Things, which would 
be highly indecent for any others to mention in the 
way of Drollery. I know Gregory. of Tours is ſaid to 
have been a learned Prelate: but all the learned Po- 
fiſh Prelates in the Univerſe can give no Authority: 
to a Proteſtant Divine, to publiſh any thing unbecom- 
ing his Character. And J muſt deſire to obſerve: 
further, that if a Man had ſtudied for a piece of 
Hiſtory, in order to bur/:/que the Cure of the Dæ- 
moniacs in the Goſpel; he could hardly have met with 


New. ii. 24. 2 Cor. ii. 11. Ch. xi. 11. 1 Tim.. 
u. 7. 2 Tim, ii. 26. Luke xxii. 51. 2 Cor. xii. 7. 
Matth. iv. 24. Ch. viii. 28 32. and other Places 
in the Evangeliſts. See alſo Adds x. 38. 1 Cor. v. 5. 
1 Tim. i. 20. Epheſ vi. 16. h Epheſ. vi. io, 11, 
41. Ma., ri, i. 1 Pes, v, 8, 9. 
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an mbre ſuitable to his Purpoſe, I acquit both you 
and them of any ſuch Deſign; but whether this 
Oblervation be juſt or not, let the Reader jadge. 
At p. 70, you make this very remarkable Obſer- 


vation, Nor can Mr. W:/\cy eſcape the Attacks of 


te this znfernal Spirit.“ Surprizing, truly! But do 
you know, Sir, any one that can? Could the holy 


Jus himſelf eſcape His Attacks'? © It is the Mer- 


c of God, ſays the learned and pious. Biſhop 
« Taylor, that we have the Quietneſi of a Minute; 


4 for if the Dewi/'s Chain were taken off, he would 
«© make our very Beds a Torment, our Tables to be a 
4 Snares.” &c. And are not all the Accounts we 


have of Satan in the Go/pe/, with the Directions, 
how we ſhould arm and guard ourſelves; are not 


all theſe ſo many plain Intimations, that every one 
who will heartily engage in the ſpiritual Warfare, 


muſt expect many a ſharp Conflict with him? But 


how far your anner of treating theſe Things, will ej- 


her prepare a Soul for ſuch Conflicts, or ſupport it 
under them, mult be left to the Reflection of others. 


From p. 7; to p. 78. you banter /d:ritual Deſer- 


tions, and the like ſpiritual Complaints, in a way 
that will furniſh out much Mirth to /ome Readers; 


_ tho?, poſſibly, much Horror to others. Several In- 


ſtances of theſe /iritzal Deſertions you give, p. 76, 

77, from Mr Ve, Mr Whitefield, and Mr. Sew- 

ard; ſome of which I ſhall here mention. 3 
Mr. W://cy ſays, that, for three Days he wa 


* ſorrowful and very heavy; could neither read, 


* meditate, ſing, piay, nor do any thing.” Com- 
&« forts, ſays Mr. Wbitefielt, were ſoon withdrawn, 

* anda horrible Fearfulneſs and Dread permitted to 
* overwhelm my Soul.” Again, © For two Days 


Ce has brought me low by /piritual Deſertions.“ 


—* I have found, ſays Mr, S:wward, during theſe 


1 


. 113. | k Hiſtory of the Life and | 


| Death of the Holy Feſus, Part i. p 98. 568. 


* Tempta- 
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© Temptations, a general withdrawing of God's Spi- 
4 ft. — And what, Sir, is your Obſervation on 
theſe melancholy Complaints? Why, you fay,— 
«© The ſame State of Dereliction, &c. was the com- 
© mon Lot of their ever faithful Allies.“ And is 
it not, Sir, more or leſs, the common Lot of every 
Perſon, who has had ſome Experience of the Lowe 
of God in his Heart'? Was not this the Lot of the 


Great Author and Finiſher of our Faith ®? Was not 
the Captain of our Salvation made perfect through 
ſuffering? Was he not in all Points tempted like ns 
eve are"? And are we not told, that if awe ff 


“fer, abe all alſo reign with him*®? And was 
not this State of Dereliction one of his moſt bitter 
Sufferings?? But is it any where promiſed to his 


Followers, that they ſhould be exempt from partak- 
ing of this bitter Cup, in a meaſure and degree ſuit- 


able to their State and Circumſtances? Did oux 
Lon p himſelf make any ſuch Exception, when he 


uttered theſe awfu/ Words, —“ If any Man will 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up 


his Croſs daily, and follow med. On the con- 


« Diſciple, that he be as his Maſffer, and the Ser- 
© yant as his Lerd? 1285 


And, moreover, does not the E xperience of every 


trary, has He not told us, It is enough for the 


Denomination of C hriſtians abundantly convince us, 


that none are exempt, none excepted? And as you 
have given, Sir, ſeveral Inſtances from the ever- 


theſe we come now to conſider. 5 
But, firſt, you acquaint us, that ** the ſcraphic 


faithful Allies of the Methodiſts, therefore ſome of 


St. Francis was reduced to ſo great Tribulation 4 
© Satan's Temptations, and the Lord's with-holding 


I See Rom. v. 5. Pſal. XXX. 7. P/al. XXXvi. B, 9. 


_ P/al. xlii and xliii. m Heb. xii. 2, ® Ch. ii 


10. Ch. iv. 13. 2 Ne. ii. 14. . 
xxvii. 46. 1 Luke ix. 23, Met. x. 28. 
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<* his uſual Conſolations, that he thought he was 


&« forſaken by Chriſt? And is not this, Sir, a fine 


piece of Hiſtory to make a Joe of? Do you appre- 
hend that Pop Saints or Popiſh Sinners are exempt 
from Satan's Temptations? Or if they get to Hea- 
ven, muſt it not be in the ſame narrow Way that 
Proteſtants get thither? Or can any arrive there, Sir, 
do you think, without many /þ:ritual Tryals and 
Temptations? | _ | 
Thus, again, M. of Paxxi had a long Combat 
* with the Princes of Darkneſs; was dry, deſolate, 
and deſerted. And is it any Wonder, that M. of 


 Pazzi ſhould have a Combat with the Poavers of 
| Darkneſs ; when the Spirit of God has told Chriſtians, 
that they muſt expect it? Or can it be matter of 
Sport, that © Mary of Agreda ſhould be under ſuch 
a ſpiritual Deſertion, that God, for ſome Years, 


* ſhould hide himſelf from her, withdrawing the 


Regaloes [the Refreſhings| and Joys of his Pre- 
* ſence?” And what is here, 1 beſeech you, to 
laugb at? But can any Chriſtian, Sir, except your- 
ſelf, who has ever experienced the refreſhing Foys 


of God's Preſence, find any thing here to be merry 
with ? Can any Perſon, who has once felt the Lowe 


/ God ſhed abroad in his Heart by the Holy Ghoſt, and 


and has afterwards fallen into ſpiritual Deſertions, 


can this Perſon take Pleaſure in ſeeing ſuch a State 


made the Subject of Mirth and Buffoonry? But what 
if bodily Diſtemper be often connected with thoſe p- 


ritual Complaints; p 78. as» when the Mind is af- 


flicted, the Body muſt often ſuffer; Or, What if the 


Met hodiſts or their Allies ſhould ſometimes have been 
miſtaken, as to ſome Circumſtances of their ſpiritual - 


State; will that excuſe the treating of /p;ritual De- 
ſertion, Darkneſſes, and Temptations, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as muſt expoſe them to the Laughter of thoſe 


3 only make a Teſt of the Goſpel of Chriſt 9 Or 


1 Matth. vii. 13, 14. Epbyſ. vi. 12. 
. | could 
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could it, Sir, be becoming a Divine, to mention 
thoſe ſacred Names of God and of Chriſ, in ſuch 
Scraps of Hiſtory, p. 77. as are only quoted by way 
of Banter and Ridicule? It is ſubmitted, whether 
the whole Contents of that ſingle Page have been 
outdone by any one Page of any Writer, whether 

Tragic or Comic, ſince the Time of the Reftoration ? 

And further, let every one determine, who has a- 

ſerious and deep Senſe of Religion, whether p. 11 
and 12, fall much ſhort of it? 3 

At p. 83. you aſk, © Is it not ſtrange that ſuch a 

© one ſhould be deſtitute of Means to re/o/ve his 
* Scruples?”” And one of your Reaſons for this, is, 

that he is One of intimate Communication with 
* the Deity.” As you had been ſpeaking of Mr. 

We/lcy for three Pages together, I preſume you muſt _ 
mean him here; but I wiſh you had referred to the 
Place from whence this is taken; or, on which it is 
grounded: that ſo we might know, whether theſe 
are his Words, or only your own Commentary. 
At p. 84. you intimate a Deſire, that the Reader 
* will pleaſe to recolle& what was ſaid before of 
ce the Methodiſts Confiits with Satan, their ſpiritual 
© Deſertions,”” &c.—I will venture, Sir, to think, 
that whenever a Reader does this, it will certainly 
affect him, according to the State of his Mind: if 
he be a ſerious Chriſtian, it will give him great 
Concern ; if he be one that is troubled with /zt/e 
Religion, or who diſbelicves the Goſpel, it will ſup- 
ply him with much Mirth and Diverſion, Nor will 
what follows, from p. 84 to p. 91. relating to Po- 
Piſb Saints, make him much grawver or auiſer. | 

But is this the way to inſpire a thoughtle/s Age with 

a ſerious Senſe of Religion? What Miſchief, Sir, by 
this Means, may you have done to theGo/pe/ of Chrift? 
— hut thus you go on again, from p. 92 to p. 95. 
to banter and 22 the Temptations and ſpiritual 
Comforts of Mr. Scauard and Mr. Whitefield, _ 
then, 
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then, according to Cuſtom, a Parallel 15 run between 
them and © their old Afjociates.”” P. 94. 


At p 98. you obſerve, that amongſt the Metho- 
difts are, Jealoufies, Envyings, Diviſions, Quar- 
*« rels, perpetual Broils, Confuſions, and mutual 
**© Condemnations ; with various other Irregularities 
* and Vices. And ſuch, you ſay, is the Caſe with 
© the Religious Orders in the Romiſh Communion.” 
And to the ſame Effect you ſpeak again, from p. 
134 to p. 144. But did not theſe Tares appear fo 
early as St Paul's Time; and even in a Church of 
his own planting " ? Does not E cclefiaftical Hiſtory, 
Sir, abound with the ſame melancholy Accounts of 
all Orders and Degrees of Men"? And may not the 
Pet's Words, in ſome meaſure, be applied to too 
many Chriftian Churches in moſt Ages of the World? 


Lliacos intra muros peccatur & extra, 


Horat. lib. I. epiſt. ii. -$ 16, 


However, as it may be ſuppoſed, that theſe Crimes 


are here partly mentioned, to ſhew how greatly the 
Behaviour of thoſe Men d' Fer, from what is men- 
tioned of them in a Piece called, The Character of 


© a Moethodiſi; wherein they are deſcribed as having 


© all the Virtues and Graces that can adorn or exalt 


* the Chriftian Profiſſion, &c. 3 98. — I would 
beg Leave here to reply, that if any unprejudiced 


Reader will look into that Piece, he will go near to 


conclude, that it was-not deſigned as a Deſcription 


of all who are called Methodiſts; but only * «of 


© what all ſhould endeavour | to be *. . 


„ 9 


2 Cor. xii. 20, 21. „ ad ov. oh. 3 and ti. 
w Euſebius, lib. viii. See alſo Grot. Epift. xxii. 


And Archbiſhop Ujher's Hiſtorica Baplie. de Chr Nins. 
Eccleſ. ſucceſſiune & ſtatu. 
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In the ſame p. 98. you ſay, that the Morawians 
&« juſtly charge [Mr. Veſley] with Inconſiſtency of 
* Behaviour: and we may ſafely defy him, you 
„ fay, with all his Subri/ties and Diſlinctions, to clear 
himſelf. This refers to what you had quoted 
from him in the preceding Page; where he ſome- 
times highly commends the Morawians, and ſometimes 
as highly condemns them. And to the ſame Effect 
you had ſpoke at p. 64. there you ſay, Theſe 
* Moravian Miſtics are the Perſons, whom (by an 
*© unaccountable Inconſiſtency of Conduct not to be 
* reconciled) Mr. We:/lty repreſents by Viciſſitudes, 
«© as the be/t, and as the wor/?, of Men.” And 
may they not, Sir, be of both theſe Kinds? How- 
ever, I would here make an humble Propoſal to 
the Reader, which I hope will not appear anreaſon- 
able; and that is, that he would bring along with 
him no ſubtle Diſtin4ins at all, but only a Mind 
cool and free from Prejudice: and then let him de- 
termine, whether a Set of Men, or only a Part of 
them, may not be juſtly commended for certain things, 
whilſt /ome or all of them may be as juſtly and con- 
ſiſtently condemned for others? And then let him ex- 
amine), whether this may not be the true State of 
the Caſe between Mr. Weſley and the Moravians ? 
I need not tell you, Sir, that it was a common Say- 
ing amongſt the Ancients, that where Origen was 
„ right, none ſpoke or wrote better; where he was 
„ wrong, none wrote or ſpoke worſe.” And may 
not this be the Caſe of any Body of Men, or of 
ſome Part of that Body? Hence then Opinions may 
be both admired and deteſted by one and the ſame 
| Perſon, without any juſt Charge of Inconſiſtenqy 
Whatever. However, as you mention what may ap- 


| pear an in/uperable Difficulty to ſome Readers, I ſhall 
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here take notice of it. His own Diſciples, you 
ſay, among the Methodifts go over to [the Mora - 
* hans] in Crowds. But ſtill Metbodiſin is the 
e ſtrongeſt Barrier againſt the Moravian Doctrines 
« and Principles, p. 97. Here I deſire the Reader 
to conſider, whether any Doctrines or Principles can 
be a fronger Barrier againſt thoſe of the Moravian, 
than ſuch as are directly contrary to them? But FF 
then, how comes ſo many to paſs over to the Mo- 
 ravians* Undoubtedly, by Fn forſaking the Doc- 
trines and Principles of the Methadifts. They ſee 
ſomething, I ſuppoſe, in the Morawian Principles 
and Doctrines which pleaſe them beſt : but whether 
they change for the Better or the worſe, let every 
judicious Chriſtian be a Judge for himſelf. 
But now, Sir, give me Leave to obſerve, that 
tho? your 3 be almoſt taken up with 
i Charges againſt Mr. Veſley, you have not referred the 
"it Reader to one ſingle Place, where he may find your 
1 Quotations, In your Margin we nave [2 Journ. 
pP 79.] but that can only relate to Mr. Whitefield ; 
1 of whom you juſt ſay, that he © admires their 
| « great Simplicity.“ And the ſame Omiſſion may 
[i likewiſe be obſerved, p. 64. However, that the 
Reader may not altogether be at a loſs where to. 
look for wo of the Quotations, which cem to be 
contradiQtory to each other, I will refer him to the 
proper Places, and take ſome notice of the Paſſages 
_ themſelves. = 
hut, firſt, Mr. W:/tey charges the Morawians with 
ll « zealouſly cautioning us againſt the natural Love 
. of one another; and having, in truth, well 72 
1 * deſtroyed brotherly Love from among us.“ Af. 
[ terwards you mention theſe Words of Mr. Veſtey, 
l| They love God, and love one another,” p. 97. 
Now theſe two Charges againſt the Morawians 
ſeem to claſh with each other; but then they only 
ſeem to do ſo, and no more. For the Love they 
caution againſt, is natural Love: So it is printed in 
| | | 5 Mr 0 
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Mr. Willey's Journal * ; and if thoſe Words had 
been printed in Halic, in your Quotation, they 

might have given ſome Light to the Reader. Mr. 
MWeſeh had arg ged the Meravians, à few Lines be - 
fore, with their de talking much againſt mia ing Na- 
0 ure abith Grace.“ This ſufficiently diſcovers, that 
tho* they were not againſt ſpiritual Love; yet they 
oppoſed mixing natural Lowe with ſpiritucl. There- 
fore, by charging the Morawians with being againſt 
ara Lowe, he ſays nothing contrary to the other 
part of your Quotation, Which f Ne only of {pi oy 
tual Love. That it does ſo, Reader will 
enabled to ſee when he has the whole Sentence. 

wound | magnify (ſays Mr. We/ey ) the Grace of God, 
*-which is in many among you—giving you to love 
one another, in a manner the World knoweth not 

* of +.” If you had, Sir, added thoſe few Words, 
Which are only ſeparated by a Comma, every under- 
ſtanding Reader might have ſeen, that the Lowe here 
allowed to be in many of them, was more than a 
natural Love b; fince it is repreſented as a particu- 


lar Gift of Gay? and the very Manner of it, as un- 


knowvn to the World. And it is further obſervable, | 
that it is not mentioned to be in 2%, but“ in many, 

among them.“ So that, I hope, theſe irreconcile- , 
able Incon/;Jiencies arelin a fair way of being recon- | 
ciled. 

At p. 101. aſter having been ſpeaking of Mr. 
IW ſly and Mr. Whiteficld, you tell the Reader, — 
e 151 thing to ſee them carried up to 
* Heaven by Guſts and Tranſports of divine Foy ;z— 

* and immediately down again to the Deer, almoſt 
* ſwallowed up with . and Sorrow,” A. 


FY 1 a 3 : 
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1 Furz | Fearnal p- 108. 46) 4M 2 to the 
Moravian Church, in the Fourth Journal, p- 4» 5: 
See alſo the Letter at the End b See Mr. 
ed 5 Fg Letter to the Rev. 55 Churcb, * 12, . | 


very 


ms | 
* very ſuitable Subject to be merry upon! ** And 
*7 Sa bring (you ſay) Troops of — A vo 
4 Saints to bear them N „ beſides thoſe be- 
« fore mentibned. I think, Sir, the moſt authern- 
tic Hiſtory of the Saints, is reduced into the Compaſs 
of ar fol Volumes e. However, theſe, with Po- 
piſo Bulls and Breviaries, &c. = well furniſh out 
a whole Troop of Saints, for Parallels and Compari- 
ſons! And if they are not always very exact, yet 
they will ſufficiently ſerve the Turn of many Read- 
ers; and as to others, they muſt take the Vill for 
the Deed. | oy” 
| But, to return from this Digreſſion; you ſay, that 
8 you are of opinion, that a ** large Share of theſe 
14 % V;iciffitudes of Ebbings and Flewings proceed 
| © from the very Nature of Entbufitaſm.” And there- 
fore you plainly intimate, that the Caſe may be 
% thought rather to deſerve Compaſſion than Blame.” 


0 P. 102. | | | | 
| 8 
1 | However, after this Ninaneſi, they muſt prepare 
for heavier Things; for thus you 8 
preſs yourſelf, © But the Methodiſis muſt aps” 
1 4% if the ſame Alloavance is not made, where Art 
4 * and Cunning, and Sophifiry manifeſtly appear; 
. „ when, hard preſſed by Argument and Oljections, 
they run themſelves into Fcoufitincy and Self= - 
li * contradictions, merely to ſerve a preſent Turn, &&. © 
| . 104, - _ 5 | 
I really think, Sir, that, whether they will eæcuſe 
| you or not, they ſhould by no means be indulged in 
. theſe Things; eſpecially conſidering what large Al- 
it loauances have been already made z and with 
\] What Tenderneſs, Candour, and Generoſity, they have 
1 been treated in both Pieces. . that 
| as it may, ſome of hele Inconfiflencies and Self-con- 


Les Vies de Saints, composites ſur ce qui nous et 

ro de plus authentig*#d, & de plus aſſur dans leur 

Hiftairt, par Adrian Fine, 4 vol. fol. Par. 1724. 
5 1 8 | tradictioa 
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traditions we have had already; and therefore muſt 
now prepare to hear of more. "Tis a Matter, you 
* ſay, of no great moment, if Mr. Veſſey at one 
* time declares for a difintereſted Love of God ; and 
in arguing againſt the Morawians, declares, that 
** there is no one Caution in all the Bible againſt 
5 . Love of Cd d. P. 102, 103. . 

If you had, Sir, referred to the Place where 
** Mr. W2/ley declares for a e 0 Love of God, 
- the Reader might have conſulted it, and by that 
means have formed a Judgment what was meant by 
it.— However, I preſume you will allow, that by z 
difintereſted Lowe of God, Mr. W:/iey there means ſuch 
a Love, as has none of the Dregs of this World in 
it; no View to the Eaſe, the Pleaſures, the Riches, 
or Honours of this Life. This I take to be the 4% 
intereſted Love of God which Mr. We/ley declares for: 
and againſt this I ſuppoſe, there can lie no Objec- 
tion. But then, how are we to get over Mr. V 
tey's declaring even for /e/f/ Love; which appear 
fo directly contrary to that Love which is difonter- 
 efted? * 5 
| Now, if the Reader will confider, that the Fol- 
lowers of Molinos, who are called Quietifs , that 
many of the My/tics &, and poſſibly ſome of the y- 
ic Moravians, call that a ſe/f/b Love of God, which 
ſo much as only a Viet to our future and eter- 
nal Happineſs, then he may eaſily ſee the Con/iten 
in what Mr. W:/ley has ſaid.— Mr. W:/ly * l 
a difinterefled Love of God, in the Senſe juſt explain- 
ed; and in fo doing he is perfectly right. Again, 


8 2 * * 


1 Faurth Journal, p. 108. Matth. vi. 24. 
Lule x. 27, Fohnw. 23. 1 Cor. x. 31. 7 vi. 24. 
Let the learued Reader conſult Chryſoftom and Theophy- 
lad on the laſt mention d Place. Seealſo1Fob. ii. 15, 16. 
Xt Maximes des Saintes, by the Archbijbop of Cambray. 
6 Biſbop Wilkins on Heb. xi. 26. p. 21. 25. 32—33. 
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he appears to commend a Self Love of Cod; but 


what does he here mean by a Self Lowe? Why, 
the ſame that many havg meant by it; even a View 
to that Recompence of V to that Crown of 
Glory, which Chriſt himlf has propoſed to us ",— 
If Vis be the Selfiſh Love here recommended (and 
if it be not, let it be ſhewn) then aha? Canticn is 


there acainſt it in all the Bible? Or what is become 
of this treſh Inſtance of Inconfiſtency and Sc If-cantra- 


dichioni? I know, Sir, you tay that this zs a 
40 Harter of no great moment; but, however, as 


many Readers may not be altogether fo very indul- 


gent, it was therefore proper to clear it up,—How- 
ever, tho you are pleaſed thus lightly to paſs over 
this Contradifiion ; yet you redouble your Force a- 
Zainſt Mr. 7//ey, in the very next Lines, —* But 
* *tis (you ſay) a confiderable Offence, to charge 
'* another <vrono Fully, and centradict hiuiſe l., about 
« the Doctrine "of Aſſurances,” P. 103. This 18, 
moſt certainly, a very confiderable Offence, let it be 5 
about any Doctrine whatever. 

And now having ſeen, the Charge, let us examine 


| Howitis ſupported. And firſt, you thus quote what 
follows from Mr. V ey. I went to the Reverend 


« Mr. Bedford, to tell him of the Injury he had 


% done both to God and his Brother, by preaching 


«and printing that very weak Sermon on Aſſurance, 


„ which was an ignoratzo elenchi [an Ignorance of 


% the Point 7 queſtion] from Beginuning to End; 
«« ſeeing the 1 WE preach is of quite another 


68 gd from that he writes t 56 he noch on 


* 8 + 


| * New. ii 7. 10. Ch. ii 11, 12. 1 Cor. xv. 58. 

2 Cor. iv. 18. Ch. vii. 1. Phil. iii. 13, 14. Tit. ii. 

& Heb. x. 34. Ch. xi. 10. 14. 16. 24—26. 35. 
1 Wefley's Fourth Journ. 
108: 112, 113. where he n them with 1 25 


fre and Quictiſm. 
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* an Aſſurance of our preſent Pardon; not (as he 
does) of our Final Perſewerance k. Here you 
make this Remark, indeed, That preſent Pardon 
and Salvation are of ſmall moment, if we are 
5 &« ſaally to periſh,” P. 103. Moſt certainly true. 
But who is it, Sir, that talks thus? Does Mr. Veſ. 
ley ſay, that if we receive preſent Pardon, we muft 
a finally periſs? Or does he fay any thing like 
it? For is there any. Reſemblance between faying— 
a Man may, and a Man mut, periſh ?: What Foun». 
dation then, Sir, for your talking of preſent Pardon 
in ſuch a manner? All that he ſays implys only thus 
much,—that a Man © may have an Aſſurance of 
* dreſent Pardon, without any Aſſurance that he ſhall | 
* not afterwards want a future Pardon. And is. 
not this, Sir, /aund Doctrine? Don't we read of a 
righteous Man turning away from his Righteouſneſs ? 
And of thoſe who have been waſhed, - to their wah. 
lowing in the Mire'? But, further, had not the an- 
merciful Servant an Aſſurance of preſent Pardon ? 
But did his Lord give him any Afurance of a final 
Perſeverance in that State? On the contrary, was 
not his Pardon afterwards revoked tor his wicked. 

Behaviour ® ? 
However, you thus proceed," But, after all,, 
© how ſtands the Fa? Mr. Whitefield, in expreſs 
Words, prays for“ an Aſurance of eternalSalva- 
* tion, as one of the Privileges of Chriſt's Folloaau- 
„ ers",” The judicious Reader will conſider, how 
far this fixes the Charge upon Mr. Mey. But 
you have, you ſay, “ a more uxexceptionable. Evi- 


© gence, even Mr. We:/l:y himſelf; who, in his Ser- 


© mon on Free Grace, allows and teaches, that na- 
© wy, very many, baun tant V. ee of the Spirity that: | 


— 


A Third Journ. p > 9. 1 Exel. xv iii. 24—26.. 
2 Pt. ii. 20—22. 77. vi. 4—6. CA. N. 3V.. Ker... 
iii. 11. * Matth. xvili. 23735. * Fifth Four 


aal, p. 69. WW 
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« Aſſurance of Faith, which excludes all Doubt and 
% Fear concerning their future Perſeverance ; that 
« a full Aſſurance of Faith doth not neceſſarily im- 
« ply a full Aſſurance of our final Perſeverance ; but 
«© he owns and aſſerts, that Aſſurance of the future 
* is ſometimes joined to that of preſent Pardon; and 
„that ſeme have both the one and the other.“ 
P. 102, 104. | | | | 
And what is here, Sir, either contradictory to it- 
ſelf, or to what Mr. Veſiey had ſaid to Mr. Bedford? 
1 his Gentleman is charged with affirming, that 
Mir. /:/zy preached the Aſſurance of final Perſe- 
verance; though Mr. "Ry affirms, he was only 
| preaching the Aſſurance of preſent Pardon. And 
might it not be ſo, notwithſtanding all that theſe 
Paſlages can prove to the contrary ? DE tt, 
Suppoſe, Sir, you ſhould be charged with main- 
taining the Doctrine of ſudden Conver fions ;—would 
you not think you had Reaſon to complain that you. 
Was injured ?. And yet theſe following are your own 
Words; -I do by no means deny, that the Holy Spi- 
„it may, or ſometimes doth, by ſome extraordinary 
Act of Grace, throw ſuch a Light and Influence 
< on the Mind of Man, as ſuddenly to arreſt him, as. 
it were, in the midſt of a wicked and unbelieving 
Courſe P.“ How far this Caſe might differ from 
Mr. W:/ley's may be referred to the Reader. But 
you have another Quotation from Mr. We/y, which 
is an Inftance of © One, who long continued in Sin, 
[and] received a full, clear Senſe of God's par- 
* doning Love, with Power to fin no more q. And, 
after this and the other Quotations, you thus tri- 
umphantly demand, —“ And now what becomes of 
* his Charge againſt Mr. Bedford? And is it not 
mere Evaſion to ſay afterwards, ©* This is not 


— 


2 —— 


Sermon on Free Grace, \ 13, 14, 15. Ws” Firſt 
Part, p. 41. % Third Journal, p.4% 
1 N © properly. 
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* groperiy an Aſurance of what is ſuture r? P. roa. 
E the — Sir, of preſent Pardon, be only ml 
Aſſurance of what we new have, then how can it 
properly be the Aſſurance of what is future? Mr. 
Weſley ſays, that the Aſſurance of what is future, is 
ſometimes connected with the Aſſurance of preſent 
Pardon; but that it is a di/tin& Gift from this, and 
often ſeparate from it. If this be a Mifa4e, let it 
be ſhewn. But if theſe are-ai/tin& Giſts, and often 
ſeparate, then where is the Evaſion to affirm, that 
the one is not properly the other ? Perhaps ſome 
Readers may imagine, that an A/ſurance of pre- 
© ſent Pardon, which excludes all Daubt and Fear 
concerning our future Perſeverance, is the ſame _ 
© thing as an actual . of that Perſeverance :* 
but there is a wids Difference between them; even 
as wide as between having no Doubts or Fears a- 

„bout living till To-morrow, and the having an 

, r «ͤ;·— oo N 
And thus a Man may have that Aſurance of Faith 
concerning his preſent Pardon, which excludes all 
Doubt and Fear concerning his future Perſeverance : 
but ſtill his baving 20 Doubts or Fears, is not a full 
 Aſurance of Faith that he all certainly perſevere: 
to the End. And as to your laſt Quotation, con- 
cerning One, who received a full, clear Senſe of 
God's pardoning Love, with Power to fin no more; 
whether it has a Relation to an A/urance of final 
| Perſeverance, or not, it makes no Difference at all. 
If it does relate to this, it is what, Mr. Veſſey allows, 
is ſometimes given: but there is no neceſſity thus to 
underſtand it; ſince, I preſume, the Angeli, before 
they fell, as well as Adam in Paradiſe, had each a. 
Power to have always avoided Sin; tho' no Au- 
nance of a Ae or future Perſeverance.— And now, 
let the judicious Reader judge of theſe freſh /ncon- 
fftencies and Contradiftions., — „„ 


— 


. 


2 85 C Sermon 08. Free Grace, p. 10. So 5 


aifts have been compelled by Argument te 
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At p. 104. you tell the Reader, that the Metho- 
bring 


down inward Feeling to a ſort of imwar 
+; feiouſneſe, which (you ſay) No-body denies: 
"Tis pity, Sir, you did not refer to the Place where 
we might find this Victory obtained; and the 
Argument which compelled them thus to yield. 
The Perſon who wants to be convinced, that 22 


«ward Feeling, and inweord Conſciouſneſs, are diſtinct 


Things, certainly requires a more powerful Argu- 
ment than ordinary. And as to theſe, who do not 


deny a ſort of inward Conſciouſneſs, tho* they ſeem 


to have denied inward Feeling, they appear to be as 


acute Metaphyſicians as the other; and therefore no- 
thing further can be ſaid of either, till we have a 


more particular Account of them. 
At p. 105. you obſerve, that“ Mr: Hammel 
another, you ſay, of their Teachers) after he 


2 * had at large pleaded for feeling the Holy Spirit, 


« yet owned at laſt, that ſome People - frequently 
« deceived themſelves*, Oc. And was he not, 
Sir, entirely right, as to both? For who can que- 


ſtion, but that 4/ are liable, without much Care 
and Caution; to be here deceived ? But what is to 
be done, Sir? Are we therefore to plead againft 


feeling the Jufuences of the Holy Spirit? or to ſay, 
that they are t to be ct? But can the Holy Spirit 


comfort us, rule our Hearts, inſpire our Souls, and 


lighten them with celeflial: Fire*;- and yet his divine 


Iufluences not be elt? But further, Does not our 


Church mention thoſe, © who-/ee/ in themſelves the 


working of the Spirit of Chrift '?** Does ſhe 
not declare, that © the Faithful may [at the Lord's. 


T. T5 Author here refers to Mr..Church's Farther 
Remarks,' p. 128, 129. Collect for Sunday aftcr 
Aſcenſion, Nineteenth after Trinity, Fifth after Eafter, 


| fr; 4 Colle? in the Communicu- Service, and Vent Cres. 


ator... Article XVII. 
3 « Supper} 
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” Supper] fee] wrought the Tran uillity of Con 
* ſcience?” And after having obſerved, ** tat 
all ſpiritual Gifts come em God by eus Chrift, 
does ſhe not pray, © that we may have Grace to 
* hw theſe Things, and to fee! them in our Heats: 
and then directs, that in order to this Knowledge 
and Feeling, we ſhould pray the H- ly Spirit to 2. 
« ſiſt and bre us with his Preſence*?*" But what 
is ſtill of much higher Authority, is not © the Love 
* of God ſhed abroad in the Hearts of real Chri- 
* flians by the Holy GHH]? Does he not bear 
« witneſs with their Spirit, that they are the Chi/- 
* drenef G; Does he not make Interceſſion for 
© them with Groanings which cannot be uttered ? 
or excite holy Groanings in the Soul, which are not, 
or cammnot be, uttered by us?) ** And may they not 
be filled with Foy and Peace in believing; and 
&« abound #7 Hope through the Power of the Hey 
« Ghoſt >?” But can, Sir, theſe Things be, with- 
out an inward Feeling, or inward Conſciouſm, /s, that 
the Holy Spirit is working within vs ? ny 
At p. 108. you proceed to © Mr. Vſeex, whoſe 
Conceſſions, you ſay, on this Head (of EnTav- 
S1a5M) are rather ambiguous and evaſive, with- 
out confeſſing or denying. Being charged with Fu. 
thufiaſm, he fays, “ You are to prove (Which, I 
© conceive you have not done yet) that my Conduct 


tion of an extraordinary Divine Aſſiſtance. —I 
claim no other Direction of God's { Spirit, ] than 
1 common to all Believers. —No otherwiſe in- 
- ired, than you are, if you love God.—I never 

*; r „that vat [ de is to be accounted the Work | 


„ 


* Homily concerning the Sacrament, Part i. Edit: 5 
Lond. p. 269. * Homily for Regation-Weck,. 


Part iji. p. 293. Y Ram. v. . Ch. vw. 16. 
Ch. v2. ee the learned Bifzep Fell on this laft 


Ferſe. Mp Rom, W 13. 


* 


is ſuch, as is only to be juſtified by the Suppoſi- 


78.3% 4 Euter in p.G0, G1. 


5 
. . : 
* ,f Gade.“ Perhaps, Sir, the Senſe of this laſt 


Paragraph will appear more clear to the Reader, 


when he is acquainted, that Mr, Church, ih deſcrib- 
ing of an Enthufiaſ?, ſays, that whatever he does, 
4c 1; to be accounted the Work of God .““ To this 


Mr. W:/tzy replies, You ftrike quite wide of me 


« ſtill ; I never ſaid ſo of what I do; I never thought 

* ſo: yet, I truſt, what I do is pleaſing to God.“ 
Let now every unprejudiced Perſon judge, what 

there is in this whole Quotation, either ambiguous or 


evaſive? What Conceſſiont here are, which neither 


confeſs or deny? But at the End of your Quotation 
you add as follows, Being charged with alledging 
* a miraculous Interpoſition of Providence in his 
* Favour, he replies, Let it paſs then as a Trife 


not worth relating 5 = 
The Reader may be pleaſed to recolle&, we had 
bi Charge before; when Mr. Wefley is banter d 


with the Hiſtory of St. Tereſa and ſeveral other 
Saints. But here it is introduced again with the 
following Obſervations.—*< I am far from thinking, 


that in theſe dubious Expreſſions, he deſigns to 


& give up any of his high Claims. And it is eaſy 
* to ſee, what Shiftings and Reſerves may be ready 
« at hand either way, as Occaſion ſhall require: 


d what different Conſtructions may be put upon the 
Words among his own Society, and when engaged 


4 in Controverſy. But I ſhall leave him to ſhake 
« hands with his Friend St. Ignatius; who, after 
te ſome Ramblings up and down under the Colour of 
« Inſpiration, was cloſely queſtioned by Authority at 
« Salamanca, Whether he was really inſpired by 


the Holy Ghoſt, or not? Some Writers ſay, that 


he did then awn himſelf not inſpired. The 7 efuits 
« will not allow ſo much; but that he would give 


2 n 


_ 


© See M.. Weſtey's Firſt Anfever to Mr. Church, 
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<«< no ether Anſwer than this, We have talked e- 

_ © nough of it „ : 
I have, Sir, already deſired the Reader, and here 
repeat it, that he will always :mpartia//y reflect, how 
far your Pxooes come up to your CHaxcr? Let 
him now determine, what Foundation there is for 
talking of dubious Exproffiens, high Claims, Shift= 
ings and R:ſerves, diffrent Conſtructions in his So- 
ciety, and in Controverſy, ſhaking Hands with the 
Founder of the Jeſuits, and rambling up and down 
under the Colour of * nn 4. | 

| I take no notice of the cle guftioning by Authority 
at Salamanca, becauſe, I preſume, that is only i 
| ded by way of Ornament to the Story. But yet 
Mr. Veſtey has another violent Attack cloſe at the 
Heels of this, for his de/u/tory,Condud?.—Theſe, Sir, 
are your Words, This d/u/tory Conduct put ane 
44 in mind of the Man in Martial, who would of- 
© ten ſurreptitiouſly intrude himſelf into the Seats in 
«© the Theatre belonging to the Order of Knight- 
« hood, to which he had no Right ; and was as of- 
(© tp ferreted out by the Beadle, and taught to ſtand 
; „among the Populace. At length, he cunningly 
gets a ſort of Half-/cat at the End of a Bench; 
where he boaſts to the Knights that he ſat ; and 

«« pretends to the Beadle that he ſtood. P. 109, 110. 

8 Bot now, Sir, with Submiſſion, may not a Reader, 
who pays a particular Deference to all your Compa- 
riſons, be liable here to fall into ſome Blunder ? For 
ſince Mr. Weſley is ſuppoſed to continue his high 
Claims only to his own Society, and only to abate of 

them in Controverſy; may not ſuch a Perſon ima- 
 gine, that Mr. We/lty's Society is to be compared to 
Knights, and all his 1 to the poor 

Beadle ? For it was only to Beadle that this 


+ © The Reader is referred to Dr. Geddes, of the Or- 
ders, &c. p. 102, 103, Lib. v. epig. 14. 
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every Chriſtian may look to 


to ſuch as the 
Se 
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arch Feliow pretended Humility; whilſt tothe Kaights- 


he appeared as /fately and arrogant as ever, Ho- 
ever, as the principal Defign,of the Story, . is to ſet 
the Reader a laughing; a imall Miſtake can be of, 


no moment, —But you thus go 0n.—* To the lde. 
ai,, and Methediſtical Inſtitution belong alſo, 
and either as conflituent Parts, Or genuine Conſequences, 
“ Scepticiſm and Infidelity; Doubts and Denials of 
the Truth of Revelation, and ſometimes Atheiſin 
<« jtſelf. This, together with their Declarations of 


© having no S. of God or Religion, will appear 


ce from their own Narratives.” And then, hav- 


ing produced ſome Inſtances out of their Writ- 


ings; you turn, according to Cuſtom, to that uſe- 


Jul Magazine, the Hiſtory of Popiſb Saints; and re- 


preſent the Whole as the genuine E eds of En- 
* thuſiaſin, the laying afide cool Reaſon, and plain 
„ Scripture.” P. 113. Whereas it requires only the 
conſulting plain Scripiure with cool Reaſon, to per- 
ceive that theſe fiery Darts 4 the Devil are what 
e aſſaulted by, whilſt 
he 1s attentively engaged in his ſpiritual Mar fare ; 
tho' God may not ſee proper that / ſhould be 
thus tempted. Nor 1s it likely, that theſe Daris 
ſhould be levelled at ſuch, as have the Form with- 


out the Poxer-of Godlinz/s ; or who. prefeſi to knew. = 
Sed; but in Wirks deny him: ſuch as either 4% e- 


liewe the Goſpel; or, pretending to belieme, do not 
obey it: in ſhort, the mere Worldling, and the , 
rightecus Pharijee, are ſeldom diſturbed with his 
kind of Atheiſm or 8 The Dewil is too ſubtle 
an Enemy to give any Uneaſineſs, or any Alarm, 
4 he chuſes rather to lull them to 
ep, that ſo they may periſh in a fatal Security. 


No, Sir, they are generally tho/e, who are earne/ily 


contending to fy from the Wrath to come, who mult 
now and then expect ſome of theſe dreadful Darts. 


c_—_— 


__—— 


5 Epbeſ. vi. 1118. 
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However, to ſuch, all anbelieving and doubting 
Thoughts, relating to God and Religion, are as ſo 
many Daggers to their Hearts, But is this the Caſe 
of thoſe who glory in being Sceptics and Infidels ? 
Did ever any profe/t Unbeliever of the Truths of 
Rewelation mourn and lament himſelf, becauſe he 
had loſt the Sen/e of Religion from his Mind? Or 
did ever any Atheift (whether real or not } confeſs 
with the deepeſt Grief and Sorrow, that he had loſt 
the Light of God's Countenance? | 
It was neceſſary, Sir, to mention theſe Things, 
that ſo the common Reader might underſtand how 


reat the Difference was between the Jrfidclity of 
me Men, and that of others. And this will en- 
able him to account for Mr. Sevard”s horrible T. 


ptations, even to <vor/hip Stocks and Stones; and 
which, it ſeems, happened“ long after his Conver- 
fron,” p. 113. tho' had they happened /ong before, 


they had been much more worderful ſince this 


might have been too Hoc, and awoke him out 


of his Sleep, And the Reader will the more eaſily 


ceaſe to wonder at theie Things, when he recollects 
that the Glorious and Eternal Son of God, perfectly 


pure and ſpotleſs, was tempted to wor/ip what was 
_ infinitely vier than any Srocks- or Stones, even the 


Devil himſelff. 1 Þ 
But we have afterwards a Sneer upon the Throws 


of Regeneration ;—** Our Methodiſts, you lay, may 


„ reckon theſe Aſſaults of Infidelity for a Part 
% of [thoſe Throaus.] P. 114 If a plain Reader, 
who perceives that here, and elſewhere ®, you men- 


tion theſe Things in a ligt and jeſting manner, ſhould 


want to know what the 1c: thodifts mean by Regen- 


ration, ſuch Reader is here acquainted, that they 


mean the ſame as the Hei Spirit means by the fol- 
lowing Expreſſions.— The being © transformed by 


* the rincwing of eur Mind; or the being rentabed in 


* 


. Part i. p. 38. 9 7 3 
MR | E the 
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«K wh, Fil. Four Mind; the putting o the old Man 3 


© the d;frozing the Body of Sin; the being dead un- 


to Sin, but aide unto God; free from Sin, and 
« Servants of Righteouſneſs ; the putting on the ntw 
« Man, which, after God, is created in Righteouſ- 
« neſs and true Holineſs '.")—< It is called the Nau 


Man, ſays the excellent Biſhop Fell, becauſe ſuch 


* a one hath a new Principle infuſed into him, be- 
« ſides what he had from Adam; which is called his 
Regeneration k. The ſecond Part of the Office 
of the Hol) Ghoft, ſays the very learned and pi- 
„ ous Biſhop Pearſon, is the Regeneration and Reno- 
« dation of Man '.” Again, he ſpeaks of the Holy 
Spirit, “e as illuminating the Underſtandings of par- 


* ticular Perſons, renowating their Natures, and u- 


* niting their Perſons unto Chriftn, 

And, moreover, the Reader may obſerve, that 
our Church ipeaks of the Fu/lifying of a Sinner 
« and the new creating him from a wicked Perſon 


to a righteous Man; of Sinners being clean al- 


e tered and changed, and becoming new Creatures ; 


« and of walking in a Naw I as neaw-born 


* Babes o.“ Again, ſhe ſpeaks * of the Power of the 


« He GH, in altering our perverſe Nature; and 
« making us new Men in Chrift Feſus. Such, ſhe 
« declares, is the Power of the Holy Ghoſt to rege- 
e nerate Mor, and, as it were, to bring them forth 
* ani.” Nor does the Spirit only inwardly work 


the /firitual and New-birth of Man; but “ alſo 
„ davell; and abidis in him?) And then car Church 


prays, © That God would fo work in our Hearts, 
* by the Power of this Holy Spirit, that we being 


i Rom. Xii. 2. Epheſ. iv. 22, 23. Nom. vi. 6. 
11.18, Ephe/. iv. 24. k See his Note [17] on 
Ep heſ. iv. On the VIII Article of the Creed, 
p. 3 8. edit. 6. m id. p. 333. n Homily 
fer Rogotion- Au., Part i. p. 286, edit. Lond. 1726. 
v Homily of Rejent, Part 11. p. 327, 328. = 
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- * ,zmrate and newly born again in all Goodneſs, 


* Righteouſneſs, Sobriety, and Truth, may in the 
End be madePartakers of everlaſtingLife b, & c,— 


Thus the Reader may perceive what the Methodiſis * 
mean by Regencration, and what Authority they. 
go upon; even that of the Go/pe/, as well as that 


of our own Church. For © what greater Diſcovery, 
* ſays Biſhop Stilling fleet, can be made of the Senſe 
* of our Church, than by the Book of Homilies 4?) — 


And as to the Pang, or Throws of Regeneration, or 


the Neau- birth; the Reader may obſerve, that this 
reat Work of Regeneration is aſcribed. to the Holy 


pirit ; and that when he fits as the Spirit of, dg. 


ment and the Sprrit of Burning, he will x. Fr. 
Soul of the fouteſt Scoffer to faint within him! It 


will be happy for him, if his Convidt ion ſend him 
trembling to Chriſt, and crying out, Lord, what 


muſt I do be ſaved'?— May God give to every un- 


happy Creature, who can je on theſe awful Things, 


& Repentance ta the acknowledging of the Truth ; and 
* that they may recover themſelves out of the Snare of 

* the Devil! 5 5 | 
But to proceed. —At p. 126. you acquaint the 
Reader, that Women are actually employed in 7his 


Miniſtry of publick Preaching.” There are in this 
1 five ſeveral References; I dont 


Page an 

ſay that you deſigned either for the Support of this 

Article: however, if the Reader ſhould examine all 

of them on this Account, he will only loſe his La- 

bour. © So that I muſt conclude, Sir, that either you 

have been groſsly :mpo/zd on, or elſe you have for- 
got to produce your 7 ouchers. ts 


— * * — . 1 


ꝛũ Homily for Whit-Sunday, Part i. p. 276, 278. 
q Preface to the Idolatry of the Church of Reme. 
r Tſai. iv. z, Compare the following Paſſages : 

 Matth. ii. 7. Acts ii. 37. Ch. v. 33. Ch. vii. 54. 
Ch. ix; 6. Ch. xvi. 29, 30. Ch. xxiv. 24, 25. 
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At p. 127. you take notice of the © irregular an 


% unjuftifiable Behaviour of ſome of their Fol{/owers 


at the holy Communion.— And with regard to the 


Fas you mention, you declare, that“ you ſpeak 


from perſonal Kncevlidgr, and that you can pro- 

* duce other Evidence.” I readily, Sir, admit the 
Truth of the Facts, upon your ſole Ewidince: but 
here is a /mall Difficulty to be got over ;— How does 


it appear that theſe Men are Fellixvers either of 
Mr. Hefen or Mr. Whitefield? But, ſuppoſe they 
were Foll;wers of both, ought either of them to 
anſwer for the Crimes of their Fo/lcavers ? Or are 
rality of their gxi/ty Brethren ? 

However, you go on thus to remark, — Theſe, 


their innocent Followers anſwerable for the Immo- 


I preſume, are Perſons, who (after the Example 
of their Teacher) can't find in themſelves the 
love of God or of Chrift; that rarely, even in the 


& holy Communicn, have any more than a cold At- 
* tention,”” &c. P. 128. I make no queſtion, Sir, 


but /uch Verſons are void of the Lowe of God and 7 : 
Chrift ; and that if they have any Artentica at ail, 


at that /o/:mn Seaſon, it is cold enough. But can 
von get Leave of yourſelf to infinuate, that there is 


no Difference between a /erious Chriſtian, who miſſes 
that divine Lowe from his Soul, and mourns after it; 


and ſuch as being perfect Strangers to it, can there- 
fore neither / it, nor be of2ed by the Alſenct 


of it ?—But any thing will ſerve a laughing Reader. 


At p. 146. Methodiſm is charged with a Ten- 
& dency to undermine Morality and good Works : 
* and ſome of its Do&rines give Encouragement to 


; 25 Immorality and Vice.” Again, Some of their 


&« Peculiaritics and Tencts have an ill Aſpect and In- 


6 fluence upon wirtvous Practice; ſuch as, thoſe 
fſuden and inftantentcus Calls and Converſions, 
« which the M:2hodrfts are trained up to expect, 
and wait for in Quietneſs; whence they are na- 


„ turally led to neglec the Means of Salvation, all 
=, | | IT gradual 


| 
f 
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© gradual Improvement, and growing in Grace.“ 
I ſhould here, Sir, be inclined to hope, that you had, 
through Hafte, wrote Methodi/m fr Morawianiſm, 
and Methodiſts for Moravians ; ſince he nog 
Dutctneſs, and neglecting the outward Means of Sal- 


vation, are Doctrines confeſſedly belonging, at leaſt, wal 


to /ome of the Morawians; and what Mr. Weſtey has 


ſtrenuouſly condemned © But further, Sir, we have 


a Witneſs beyond Exception, who has expreſsly de- 


clared, that the Morawians have no Regard to 


*« outward Works, Prayer, Sacrament, c. (but 
that] the Y:/lryans contend ftrongly for outward 
% Works. So that what you charge upon Me- 
thodiſm and Methodiſts in general, muſt, according 

to your own Declaration, belong to the Moravian 
Doctrine; and therefore you have certainly miſled 


your Reader, through ſome Hurry or Inattention: 


For in the very next Page, you diſtinguiſh again 
between the one and the other, under the Titles of 
Moravian Methodiſts, and Weſleyans. There you ſay, 
indeed, that Multitudes of the { /azter] have been 
infected with the Plague [of the former :] but 
ſtill, Sir, this makes no Alteration in the Doctrine 
of the Weſleyans; that remains exactly the ſame, 
notwithſtanding all the Multitudes which have de- 


ſerted it 


You next, Sir, proceed to mention the“ preſum- 
« ptuous Doctrine of A urances of Pardon and Sal- 
vation, preſcnt and future, with its fatal Conie- 
« quences.” P. 14 .- Mr. Veſſey's Notions of theſe 
have been largely conſidered above; but as to the 


vr ſumptuous Doctrine itſelf, of Aſſurance of preſent 


Pardon, or Salvation from the Guilt of Sin, I muſt 
venture to remind you (as I engaged to do at the 
Beginning) that it is both a Doctrine of the Geſpel, 


7 0 his Fourth Journal, P 710. and P- 11 "OR 


w The Remarks on p. 103, 104. | 


> 


117. * See this Gentleman's Firſt Part, p. 47. 
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and of our oο Church, — But, firſt, beg the Read- 
er calmly to reflect, whether a Sex/e of Gui!! muſt 
not be a State of much Uneaſine/s and Diſguiet? 
I don't aſk, whether al/ Sinners are uneaſy and 4 | 
guleted about their Sins? 'tis plain they are not : for 
tho? they can own, they are Sinners; yet it is with- 
out fecling the Weight or Burden of their Sins.— 
But when the Spirit of Gd once convinces a Soul of 
Sr, that Soul will go near to tremble as Felix did. 
But when Chriſi has given Reft to this /abouring and 
Dea cy laden Soul, according to his Promiſe , won't. 
that Soul be /en/ible of it? The Man who is fo far 
advanced in Scepticiſm as to doubt of this, may, with 
the ſame Reaſon, doubt, whether there be any Dif- 
ference to be elt between perfect Eaſe and the a- 
cuteſt Pain*! _ Ping F 


a Non eft quod multa loguamur; 

Nil intra «ft oleam, nil extra e in nuce duri J. 
And what is this Re, but Peace and Reconciliation 
with God ? As to the Sentiments of our Church, 
I ſhall only mention two or three Particulars, but 
abundantly ſufficient to diſcover what her Opinion 
is. If after Contr:itien, we feel our Conſciences 
at Peace with God, through Remiffion of our Sins, 
and ſo be recenciled again to his Favour ;—who 
« worketh theſe great Miracles in us? God give 
* us Grace to luca theſe Things, and to frel them. 
« in our Hearts.“ Again, © Here [ in the Holy 
* Sacrament, the Faithful] may feel wrought the 
* Tranguillity of Conſcience *.” &c. And elſe- 
where, ſpeaking of that true Faith, that ſure Truſt 


2 —— — 
. ed * 


„Mat th xi. 28. Ste aubat was ſaid before 
relating to Mr. Law's Qucſtions on p. 24, 25. of this 
Author's Picce. Her. lib. II. ep. i. Y 30, & c. 
z Hemily for Rogation- Meet, Part wi, p. 292, 293. 
® Homity of the Sacrament, Part i. p. 269. 4 7 
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and Confidence in God, that by the Merits of Chris, 
our Sins be forgiven, and we reconciled to the Fa- 
* your of God“: I iay, ſpeaking of this wery . 
Faith, our Church ſays, ** If you ee and perceive 
« ſuch 4 Faith in you, rejoice in ite.“ And what 
does all this amount to, but only what the Spirit of 
God has expreſsly aſſured us of; to wit, that © be- 
ing juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with God, 
through our Lord Jus Chriſt . And now let 
the ſerious and judicious Reader determine concern- 
_ ing this preſumptuous Doctrine of Aſſurance of preſent 
Pardon.” * | "XY ; 
At p. 147. you mention © that Summit of Arro- 
* ponce, a Claim of unfinnim Perfection, and abſo- 
flute Freedom from Corruption; which is the 
« Privilege of our Redeemer alone; and from which, 
* I may ſafely affirm, the Methodiſis are at a wide 
„„ qe ST ole | -- 
This Objection we had before in your Firft Part, 

p. 47. Where you afferted, that Mr. W:fley's Text 
* of Scripture (brought in proof of ſuch à perfect 
State) was evidently mi/applied.”” Notice was ta- 
ken of all this in my former Letter: it was there ob- 
ſerved to this Effet, —* That you had not referred 
your Reader to the Tear, which you had pro- 
* nounced to be thus evidently miſapplied; and that 
there were two Paſſages, which might eaſily be 
confounded by an 7nattentive Reader. How- 

ever, both theſe were there mentioned and ex- 
* plained :— What Mr. W:/l:y meant by Perfection, 
&. was fully laid before you, and an Attempt was 


th 


» 


d Homily of Salvation, Part iii. p. 17. . 
of Faith, Part ini. p. 26. Theſe Points are more fully 
[poke to, in a Piece, intituled, Some Reflections on * 4 

Nature of Original Sin, Baptiſmal Regeneration, Re- 
pentance, the New Birth, Faith, Tuſftification, &c. 
P. 27—31. 1 Rem. v. I. 
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te made, to ſhew that he was right, and that yorr 
& was miſtaken *." | 
But now, What Reply. i is made to an Aﬀair of 
ſuch Weight and Importance? Why, the /ame Ob- 
Jection is again ſtarted, tho' ſomething differently; 
with the Addition of a Seer upon the Methodiſts : 
but not the leaſt Aitempe to make good your Aﬀer- 
tion, or to prove that the Text in diſpute was not 
rightly underſtood. However, I doubt not but ma- 
ny will eſteem this a ſufficient Anſaver. But yet as 
there may be ſome, who would be glad to know 
what the Met hodiſis mean by that Perfection, which 
you have dignificd with the Title of the Summit of 
_ Arrogance, I ſhall here give them a general Deſcri> 
ption of it—By this is meant, to love God with the 
| whole Soul; to perfect Holineſs in bis Fear; to be- 
come uu C reatures in Chrift Feſus; to have crucified. 
the Flefp, with the Afections and Lufts; to have that 
Mind which was in Chriſt; to walk as he walked; 
to be made perfect in ever ry good Work ; to be made a 
 Partaker of the Divine Nature; to be an Habitation 
of God through the Spirit ;. to be a Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt; to be holy in all manner of Converſation ; to 
be /an#ified wholly, in Soul, Body,. and Spirit; to 
have the Afections and Converſation i in- Heaven; to 


| be filled with the Fruits of Arbe. ; and with 


all the Fulneſi of God. 

If this be thy State, 18 thou art arrived at 
what is here called /e Summit of Arrogance; and if 
thou art only zea/ouſly and reſolutely ſtriving after it, 
thou ſhalt, in time, attain it, if thou /airt not. Don't 
fancy it is Modeſtiy and Humility to continue under 
the Power of Sin; whether only Pride, or Covetouſ- 
neſs, an ambitious Heart, or a woridly Mind. Re- 
member that Ci came to mak: thee Ve indeed?; 
free from the Dominion of Sins; tree from the Low 
| of Sin, as well as the Law of 1 Death, Not only 


e Former Letter, p. 3036. 1 Jobn viii. 32. 
36. 6 Ren. vi. 14. 18. 22. Ch, vii. 2 
free 
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free from groſs outward Vices, ſuch as an Bone fi- 
ber Heathen would bluſh at; but from every /ecret 
darling Sin of thy Soul. Till this is effected, thou 
haſt not Geſpel-holineſe; and without that, thou ſhalt 
never ſee the Lord. Haſt thou never read theſe ſo- 
lemn Words, . M hoſocwer is born of God, doth not 
commit Sin, for his Seed remaintib in bim; and he 
* cannot fin, becauſe he is borm of G. I take the 
Meaning to be, ahi that divine Principle remains 
*in the Soul, the Power of Temptation is broke.“ 
But poſſibly thou haſt ſeen ſome ingenious Commen- 

tary on theſe Words, which may have explained their 
ewhole Meaning quite away; and thus thou art left 
as wiſe as before, and contented to remain in the 
very Bend of Iniquity! This is not only a State from 
which our Church daily prays to be delivered u; (and 
ſurely ſhe would not thus pray for Inpaſſibilitics;) 
but ſuch a State is the Rewer/e of what has been juſt 
largely deſcribed out of the /acred Oracles, But on- 
ly to examine it by a few Inſtances.— Can that Man 
love the Things of the World, whoſe Affection arc on © 
| Things above, not on the Earth? Can he, who is 
made perfe in every good Work, follow after a Per- 
action deftitute of good Works? ſp. 154:] Can the 
Pride of Life influence that Perſon who has the Mind 
which was in Chrift ? Can any evil Defire bear rule 
in that Soul who has crucified the Floſb, with the A 
ſections and Lufts ?—Affure thyſelf, Friendly Reader, 
that when the Thoughts 4 thy Heart are cleanſed by 
the Inſpiration of the Hely Spirit; and thou perfealy 
' loweſt God", thou wilt have no more Inclination to 


8 


i Matth. v. 28—0. 2 Cer. vg. 1. 1 Job ii. 16. 
Ch. iii. 3. 15. k Heb. xii. 14, II Jobs iii. . 
m Coll-& before the General Thankſgiving 3 and the 
Third for Grace, See this more largely proved in the 
Piece beforc-mention'd; Reflections on the Nature of 
Original Sin, &. u Tirſt Colle in the Commu- 


non-Servyice. 
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fin, or to gratify any former Darling of thy Soul, 
than thou wilt have to wallw in the Mire. What- 
ever would keep thee from ſtriving after this glo- 
rious State of perfect Freedom, is but a Deluſion of 
the Enemy of Souls, He may transform himſclf into 
an Angel of Light, and tell thee that a/l this is 
contrary to the Humility of the Goſpel : but be aſ- 
ſured, that whatever is contrary to the Precepts and 
Deſign of the Goſpel, muſt proceed originally from 
the Father of Lies, let him put on never fo fair 
and religious an Appearance. And even though it 
ſhould be told thee, that ** Mell odiſte, in Agreement 
« with Papiſis, talk of arriving at Perfection, and 
an unſiuning State: Nay, even tho? thou ſhouldſt. 
* hear, that the A/umbrado's or Illuminati of & pain, 
were ſtiff Maintainers of Perfection, and yet fell 
« jinto the feulr/? Sinus: p. 154. Yet let none of 
theſe learned Arguments diicourage thee from ſtriv- 
ing to come unto à perfect Man, unto the Meaſure 
* of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chrifg*,” 
- And now, Sir, it may be ſubmitted, whether your 


numerous Sreers upon Perfection in general, are either 


Lear, Note Ho: 


becoming a Divine, or have any Tendency to excite. 
your Readers to ſeek after the Perfection of the Goſpel, 
But we proceed next to p. 149. After you have 
there repreſented ©* Mr. Veſey defending himſelf, 
as having pleaded for the neceſſity of Good Mors, 
you thus proceed: All this I allow to be true; 
* and that you had your Reaſons for laying about 
* you, and being ſeemingly in earneſt againſt the- 
&* Moravians, who have taken ſo much pains to rob 
*« you of your Authority, your Reputation, and your 
« Diſciples. But give me leave to ſhew your In- 
c conſiſtency in the Caſe; and how often you have 
* thrown cold Water upon the Duty of Good Warks ;. 
and in Quantities ſufficient to damp your Followers 


© Epbeſ. ir. 13. See the learned Biſhrp Fell on that” 
no « Zeal 
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4 Zeal for them; by Sentiments and Expreſſions of 
<< a ſtrong Tendency to debaſe their Value, and diſ- 
** courage the Perfirmance.” Theſe, Sir, are cer- 
tainly, according to Cuſtom, very home Charges ; 
let us now ſee, how they are proved and hy. ors 
Thus then you go on, What think we of thefe 
«© Words of Mr. W:/{:y? One indeed in the Faith— 
no longer judges Holineſi to be an outward Thing; 
e to conſiſt either in doing 20 Harm, in doing God, 
* or in uſing the Ordinances of God?.”” And is not 
this, Sir, perfectly right? Or ſhould any one be 
ſuffered to imagine, that the doing no Harm, or the 
doing Good, or uſing the Ordinances, was that Holi- 
neſs, without avhich no Man ſhall ge the Lord? 
-God forbid, that Men ſhould be ſuffered thus to de- 
lude themſelves! No one, indeed, can have true 
Gofſpel-Holineſs, without anſwering to theſe Charac- 
ters; but a// theſe may certainly ſubſiſt, where there 
is not one' Grain of that inward Holineſs. And 
therefore Men ought frequently to be told, that true | 
Holineſs conſiſts in the Life of God in the Soul; in 
an entire Renewal of the Mind, in every Temper and 
Thought, after the Likeneſs of Him that created it, 
Thus Mr. W:/ley deſcribes it in the Places here re- 
ferred to: But how can the giving a true Deſcrip- 
tion of inward Holineſs, do any other Harm than 
diſcourage People from reſting in their outward Righ- 
teouſneſs, as the very End of Chriſtianity ? Ho W- 
ever, you thus proceed: “ What think we of his 
** throwing in thoſe gualifjing Expreſſions ? © The 
doing Good, as it is called, i. e. the uſing the 
Means of Grace, and helping our Neighbour ;— 
4 what is called a virtuous Life 4. —Doing Good, 
or, uſing the Means of Grace, in Works 
% of Piety, /o called, or of Charity n.“ If the 
Reader will but conſult thoſe Pages from whence 


— 


"7 Thnd ee p..10. . 4 Bid, p Bs, Forth: 
Journ. P. II. a Plain Account, p. 4... 
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*heſe Quotations are taken, he will, Ibelteve, find 
thoſe qualifying Expreſſions very properly uſed, and 
rightly deſigned. They ſeem intended to diſtinguiſh 
between what are commonly called Good Words, and 


What are really Good Works in a Goſpel-Senſe ; that 


is, the Fruits of the Spirit: Such as Pogo from 
that divine Principle of Faith N y Love: To 
diſtinguiſu between what is commonly called a wir- 
tuous Life; i.e. a Life of mere outward Morality ; 
and that which has its Foundation in the Heart, re- 
pewed' by the Spirit of Chriſt : And laſtly, to diſtin- 


*guiſh between what is commonly called Piety; i. e. 


the outward Ads of Religion, and that Mind that 
vas in Chriſt ;—The Kingdom of God ſet up in the 
Soul ; — Inward Righteouſneſs, attended with the 
Peace of God, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


Thus, Sir, 7 /hink of theſe gualifjing Expreſſions ; 


and believe that moſt Readers who are unprejudiced 
will think the n. But you conclude with theſe 
Queſtions :- Doth not all this tend to di/þarage 
and depreciate Good Works, and to ſlacken the 
% Obligation to Performance of them ?'* You had 


before charged Mr. Veſiey with theſe Conſequences, 
and with /hrowing cold Water upon the D 


Juty of 
© Good Works; and in Quantities ſufficient to 45 | 
4% his Followers Z a/ for them.” 4 

- It has been obſerved already, that hbr/e Good Works 
are not izwardHoline/s ; not thoſe Fruits of the Spirit, 
which are properly the Good Works of the Goſpel: 


and therefore let us now examine, whether they are 


Good Works in the Senſe of our wn Church.— Ac- 


. cording to her, then, © Good Works are what ſpring 


<< 6 neceſſarily of a true and lively Faith, and - | 


eau after FJuſtification. — Therefore, till we have 


the Parden of our Sins by Faith, which is what our 
Church means by Zuftification', ſhe calls not 1be/e 


Works, Good Mors. Nay, ſhe farther declares, 


5 - — 5 — 


: Homily of Salvation, Part i. P. 1. * A; 
* 47 © | | that 
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that . Works done before the Grace of C brift, and the 


% Inſpiration of his Spirit, —as they ſpring not of 
«© Faith in Jeſus Chrift, —they have the Nature of 
% Sint.“ Now Het the Reader judge, who has 
thrown more cold Water upon what are commonly 
called Good Works; whether the Church of Englang, 
or Mr. ·˙ 
But, indeed, when it is conſtdered, in how deep a 
Sleep the World is; how inclined to ſatisfy them- 
ſelves with their own outward As of Righteouſneſs ; 
to truſt that their good Deeds, their Deeds of what is 
commonly called C Geri, ſhall cover a multitude of 
Sins ; — whereas, if they will believe St. Paul, a Man 
may beſiow all his Goods to feed the Poor, and yet 
not have one Grain of Goſpel- Charity“: And when 
it is conſidered, what poor Succeſs that ſelf-righteons 
Man had, who was not only free from Extortion, 
* Injuſtice, Adultery, and the Sins of the Publican;; 
but even faſted twice a Week, and gave Tythes of 
all that he poſſeſſed v. I ſay, when all theſe. 
Things are duly weighed, the Reader muſt judge, 
whether much of this cold Water be not perfectly ne- 
ceſſary to awaken Mankind out of their fatal plea- 
ing Dreams? . ER 
| And here it will be proper to obſerve, that Mr. 
Weſley having adviſed Mr. Whitefield * © to reſume 
“all the Externals of Religion, tho' not to depend on 
„them in the leaſt: and having, in anſwer to the 
 Moravians, affirmed, that it was poſfible to uſe 
„ them, without truſting in them ? ;'' — you aſk, 
« Are not ſuch diſparaging Expreſſions — a great 
„Diſcouragement to the Practice? P. 13. 
700 Expreſſions, Sir, do certainly much diſparage 
the Merits of our Works; and it is to be hoped they 


* Compare Articles XI, XII, XIII. 1 Core 
Xiil, 3. » Luke xviii. 11-14. * Firfl Deal. 
ing, p. 44. Y Mr, Wiſtey's Fourth Fourn. p. 20, 


21. 105. 5 
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Will greatly diſcourage thoſe (who have been apt to 
depend on theſe Externals, and to truft in them) 
from ever more being guilty of the ſame. They 
will teach ſuch Perſons, that this may and nu be 
done; tho' from the corrupt Tendency of human Na- 
ture, it be ſomething difficult. Hat 
Again, at p. 154, you ſay, © Tis ftrange (if 
* among Met hodiſis and Papiſts an e 
0 flrange ) that after ſo many and unanſwerable 
. *« Writings of our Divines againſt the Merit of 
Good Works, we ſhould be charged with ſetting 
* too high a Value upon them; and that the Metho- 
% diſts—ſhould ſo underwalue and diſparage them.” 
How far the Methodiſts are here guilty, the im- 
partial Reader may judge ; as he muſt alſodo, whe- 
ther there be not a fatal Terdency in Mankind to /t 
too high a Yalue on theſe Things, notwithſtanding 
all that has been wrote againſt the Merit of Good 
More. And whether, when Men have either er- 
got, miſtack, or forſaken, the Doctrines of their owe 
Church, it may not be proper to remind ſuch Per- 
ſons of their Error. But we ſhall have Occaſion to 
. reſume this Subject preſently ; after firſt taking no- 
tice, that at p 150, you obſerve, with ſome kind 
of Triumph, that the Met hodiſts, by their own 
* Confeſſion, were at firſt a Part of the great Au- 
«* tichriſt*.” And don't you think, Sir, that all 
the Refer med Churches in the World were, at firſt, 
in the /ame State? However, let us now rejoyce, 
that both %% and the Methodiſts are, at laſt, /o far 
right! And this may alſo ſerve for an Anſwer to 
What is mentioned, p. 151, relating to“ Mr. We/ley 
„ and the Methodi/ts wandering many Years in the 
* wav Path, of Salvation by Feit and Works ; be- 
fore God ſhewed them the o Way, of Salvation 
r BR. 


2 . Maſſey's Second Journal, p. 26, 27. 
« Fourth 7 ournal, P. 41. 5 7 


* 


At 
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At p 150. you ſay, that © you don't find, that 
either Mr. 1/;//zy or Mr. Whitefield have ever cited 
“ thoſe expreſs Paſſages of St. Fames, ch. ii. 14. 
** 24. What doth it profit, though a Man ſay he 
% bath Faith, and have not Works? Can Faith fave 
* him? Ye ſce, then, how that by Works a Man is 
* juſtified, and not by Faith only. — And then you 
thus remark, If they have any where cited thefe 
7 N they have only confuted themſelwes; for. 
« Mr. VA affirms, that the Condition of our Ju- 


'S: 1 ſtification iS Faith alone, and not Good Works b 


Give me Leave, Sir, juſt to obſerve, that if you had 
only added what is ſeparated by a half Stop, the 
Reader would have ſcen the Reaſon why he affirms, 
that Good Works are not a Condition of our Fuſl:fi- 
cation: © Inalmuch, ſays Mr. W:/ley, as all Works 
done before Juſtification, have in them the Na- 
ture of Sin''—Now, Sir, can that which has the 
Nature of Sin, be a Condition of our F uftification?— 
If you abject to the Truth of the Reaſer, you object 
to the Truth of what our own Church maintains“; 
and therefore to her I muſt remit you for better In- 
ſtruction. | 5 : 
At p. 151. you acquaint us, that“ Champion 
* Whitefield boldly throws down his Gauntlet, — 
Who dares aſſert that we are not juſtified merely 
Ey an Ad of Faith, without any Regard to Works, 
** paſt, preſent, or to come ? To which you re- 
ply, © But, I apprehend, it requires no high degree 
* of Ceurage to alert it, after ſuch Authority as that 
of St. Fames.” If we ſhould attend only to the 
Sound of St. Fames's Words, inſtead of the Sex/e, I 
fear he will not only appear to contradict the Me- 
thodiſts, hut the Doctrine of our own Church; and, 
what is ſtill worſe, even St. Paul himſelf. Let us, 
then, examine, Sir, whether there may not be a per- 


'Þ Fourth Journ. p. 7j. e See Article XIII. 
4 Third Fourn. p. 2. „ 
e © | ob feet 


. 
#:@ Harmony amongſt them all.— St. James, then, 
is moſt evidently condemning thoſe wwretchedBeliever:, 
who truſted in a Faith that did not work by Lowe. 
This he declares would neither 2 nor /ave; it 
was no /iving Principle, wrought in the Soul by the 
Spirit of God; but was a mere fruith/7, dead Faith, 
without any divine Efficacy, and no better than the 
Faith of Devils: whereas true juſtifying and ſawing 
Faith diſcovers an anftigned Lowe to God and Man, 
and produces a ready Obedience to the divine Com- 
mands. This he firſt illuſtrates by the Inſtance of 
Abraham offering up his Son ; and then obſerves, 
* that by Works a Man is juſti ed, and not by Faith 
* only.” —*© By Works''—4. e. by ſuch a living Faith 
as diſcovers itſelf to be genuine by its Fruits; [ Works, 
for Faith producing Works, by a Metonymy of the 
Eid for the Cauſe or Principle] and not by Faith 
only; not by /uch a Faith as he had been deſcribing, 
a Faith without Fruits, without Efficacy, without 
Life. This, I preſume, is the full Import and De- 
gn of the Apoltle's Words: He is not oppoſing 
Works to Faith; but divine Faith producing Eee 
Mori, to a Faith producing none. This is no way 
contrary to the Doctrine of the Metbodifts, concern- 
ing 88 by Faith only; and which is the ex- 
preſs Doctrine of St. Paul. By this they only mean, 
that the Forgiveneſs of Sins is aſſured to the Soul, 
by /ach à Faith as is there wrought by the Spirit 
„ God; and that being thus juſtified by Faith, we. 
© have Peace with God through our Lord Feſus 
« Chriftf.” And that his is the Meaning of cur 
own Church, is ſubmitted to every Perſon of 
Judgment, who will attentively read over the XI" 
Article, and the Homilies on Fuftification; as well 
as thoſe/ which follow, on Faith and Good Works. 


© Rom. iii, 28. 30. Ch. iv. 2, 3. 5 6. 9. 13. 16. 


80 
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So that whilſt the Methodiſis keep cloſe to the Doc 
trine of the Church of England (which I take to be 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel} they can have nothing 
to fear from the inſpired Writers, whatever they 
may expe from others. And as to Mr. Whit 45 
Words, they plainly ſignify, that“ our Fuftification 
* is a free Ad of divine Grace, made over to us 
* by Faith, without the leaſt Conſideration had to 
* any of our Works.” However, if that Faith be 
a Faith of the Operation 4 God E, it will awork by 
Love b, and produce every Fruit of Righteouſneſs i. 

At p. 153; you fay, that when our Church aſ- 
«* ſerts our being juſtified or ſaved by Faith alone, as 
* diſtinguiſhed from the Works of the Law, or mere 
* moral Righteouſneſs; it means /uch a Faith as 
&« avorketh by Love; Faith including Good Works, 
« or in conjundtion with them.“ If by this you 
only mean ſuch a Faith, as will produce every good 
Word and Work; then you have no Controverſy, on 
this Point, with the Mezhodifis; But if you mean, 
as your Words feem to imply, that not only Faith, 
but alſo Good Works, muſt be joy ned with it, as a 
Condition of 7u/tification, then, Sir, you are mot 
evidently miſtaken, as to the Doctrine of the Church, 
For how is it poſſible ſhe ſhould require Good Works 
as one Condition, or as Part of the Condition of 
Juſtiſication, when ſhe declares there can be ns 
Good Works till we are juſtified ? And therefore I muſb 
here refer, for the Proof of this, to the XI", XII. 
and XIII h Articles, and to thoſe Homilies which were 
mentioned a little before. However, I ſhall now 
juſt take notice of a Paſſage or two, for the Satiſ- 
faction of the Reader.—** Faith, ſays our Church, 
* giveth Life to the Soul, and they be as much dzazl 
to God that lack Faith, as they be to the World, 
„ Whoſe Bodies lack Souls. Without Faith, all that 


8 Col. ii. 12. b Gal. v. G. i Rom, vi. 18, 
19. 22. Ch. Vl, 4, 5 = mig A - 4 


toons 


# 


© doth directly 


Salvation, 
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« 15 done of us, is but dead before God, altho” the” 
Merl ſeem never ſo gay and glcrious before Man. 
Our F2ith in Chriſt muſt go before, and after be 
e nouriſhed with Good Works k. But now, if a/ 
Reader ſhould imagine, that by Faith is here meant 
only, a © Perſuaſion and Belief of all Truth. con- 
* tained in the holy Scripture; he may aſſure him- 
ſelf he is miſtaken. Our Church means a Principle | 
that © /iveth and ftirreth inwardly in the Heart.. 


And this Faith is aſcribed to the“ Spirit of God in 
% our Heartem.““ And © when we feel and percei u 


* ſuch a Faith in us, we are bid to rejoyce a. 80 


that, according to our Church, —as there can be no 


Good Works before 7uſtification ; before the Grace 
of Chrift, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit; it is 

mpoſſible ſhe ſhould make Good Works any Condi- 
tion of that Fuſtification. Faith only is the Con- 


dition; ſuch a Faith as is juſt deſcribed; a Faith 
_ wrought by the Spirit of God p. But to put the 
matter paſt all Doubt, our Church expreſsly declares, 
: that * tho" Repentance, Hope, Love, Dread, and the 


Fear of God, be joyned with Faith in every Man 
that 7s juſtified ; yet Faith ſhuts them out from the 
„Office o 1 q,” Again, Becauſe Faith. 

251 us to Chrift for Remiſſion of 
4 our Sins, and that, by Faith given us of God, we 
* embrace the Promiſe of God's Mercy, and of the 
4 Remiffion of our Sins (which thing none other of 
* our Virtues or Works properly doth) therefore the 
% Scripture uſeth to ſay, that Faith without Works 


* doth ju/tify'.”” In ſhort, it is ſubmitted, Whether 


this whole Affair, according to the Goſpel, and our 


* 


* bl of Good Works, Part i. p. 26. 28. Hom. 


of Trae Faith, Part i. p. 19. un Part ii. p. 22. 


n Part iii. . © Article XIII. P Hom, 
art i. p. 12, 13, 4 lien, p. 13. 
, Part BL p. 116. 
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run Church, be not as follows, —“ The: pardoning- 
Lowe of God is aſſured to us by a divine Faith; 
* which Faith will bring forth Work of Righ- 
* teouſneſs:; but till we have that Faith, we cannot. 
* perform what our Church calls Good Work: ;. be- 
<* cauſe they being the Fruit of the Spirit, they re- 
*© quire the [»/piration of the Spirit to produce them. 
But you ſay next, When St. Paul likewiſe teach-- 
eth Juſtification. by Faith only, and not by Works ;; 
<< *tis manifeſt that he means the Works of the Mo- 
« ſaic. Law, and not the Works of moral. Duties, 
< or virtuous Adtiont. R. 153. The Moſaic Laau, 
Sir, was either the Moral, the Ceremonial, or the Ju- 
dicial Law. And, I preſume, they are all excluded 
from having any thing to do in the Affair of Jaftif-. 

cation. It is very evident, that the Ceremonial is 
excluded; but the Point to be conſidered: is, whe-. 
ther the Works of moral Duties are not alſo fhut out. 
from the Office ob ju/lifying * The Apoſtle ac - 
quaints the Roman, that he had proved both Jeaus 
and Gentiles, to be all under din. Afterwards ha 
obſerves, ** that every Mouth muſt be ſtopt; and:a/b 
«<< the World become guilty before God. And then he 
draws this Conclufion, —* Therefore, by the Deeds 
A the Lau, there ſhall. no Fleſh be jſiſed in 
| His Sight; for by the Law is the Knowledge of Sin. 
Ch. iii 9. 19, 20. Now. were hee Sins which he 
had been juſt. mentioning, and by which. the a 
World was become. guilty before God, — were. they 
2 Breach of the moral Law, or only. of the ceremo- 
zial and judicial? But muſt not the Deeds of tba 
Law, which could net jufiify, relate, at leaſt in part, 
to that Law, by which the au World ſtood con- 
demned before God? And was not that the na- 
taral and moral Lax? Both co and Gentile might 
read, either. in their Minds, or the wvritten Law, a 
Sentence of Condemnatien for their Violation of it; but 
neither of them could plead a broken Laau for their 
Tuftification or _ The Jew had broked 


*. 
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_ the revealed moral Law; and the Gentiles had bro- 


ken that natural Law, which was written in their 
Hearts, Theſe Violations the Apoſtle charges up- 
on both, in his three firſt Chapters to the Roman,; 
(as he ſhews the Foundation of all thoſe Sins in the 
fifth.) But theſe Violations could not be made up 
by any: Aſter- auoris ; even ſu „that a fallen 
Creature could have compleatly kept the whole Law 
for the-future : therefore there was no way left, but 


to apply for Reconciliation through Faith in the Bloor 
of Jeſus. So that well might St. Pan conelude, that 
« by the Deeds of the Lew. there ſhall no Fleſh be 

* juſtified ;—for by the Law. is the Knowledge of 


Sin.“ But does not the moral Law give us the 


Knowledges of Sin? St. Paul ſays it does, Rom. vii. 7. 
Therefore the Deeds of the moral Law: muſt be ex- 


eluded from any Power to ju//i/y. But further, 
Does St. Paul tell a:guilty World, that there are any 


Deeds: or Works, by which they can be juſtified 2 | 
He mentions only that we are ;u/;fied freely by Grace, 


thro” the Redemption which is in Jeſus Chrift ; whom 


God hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation through 
Fab in his Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs 


* for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt. Hence 
the Apoſtle declares that Baaſting is excluded. Not 
* by the Law of Works, but by the Law of Faith,” 
Ch. iii. 25—27. But are the Works of the moral 


Law a leſs Foundation for Boafting, than the Works 
of the ceremoneal Law? Is not doing Fuſftice,. and 
 toving Mercy, of more Account in the Sight of God, 
than /houſands of Rams, or ten thouſands of Rivers of 
O? And how then could Boaſting be excluded, if 
the Works of moral Duties, or virtusus Actions, were 


any Condition of our Fuftification? But again, He 
tells the Galatians, that the Heathen were to be 
* juſtified through Faith,” That © they which be 


«of Faith [they who ſeek to be juftrfed, by Faith]! 
s are bleſſed with faithful Abraham [to whom Faith 


6 was accounted for r 
An 5 ; | | | ut 
+ 


1. 18—21, - Ch. ii. 14, 15. * Ch. lil.) 23. 
* Rom. iii. 20—30. 2 Gor. v. 18, 19. 
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But that * as many as are of the Works of the Law 


* {fuch as truſt to the Works of the Law for Fufti- 
* fication] are under the Curſe : for it is written, 


©* Curſed is every one that continueth not in a// 


*© things which are written in the Book of the Law, 


4 todothem!.” Now if the Reader will conſult 


the Place here referr'd to by the Apoſtle t, he wil 
find, that the great Duties of natural and moral Re- 
ligion are there enjoyned : therefore the ſeeking to 


be juſtified by theſe, muſt be here forbid. The Sco 


of St. Paul's Argument is to ex that all the 
World ſtood condemned by the Law of Works. 


They were by this obnoxious to a Curſe ; none 


had come up to the Terms of that Law: And 
therefore they muſt not attempt to ſeek for Jufiſ̃ - 
cation from it. Nor were the Gentiles, who had 
ſinned againſt the Light of Nature, and the Law of 


their own Minds, leſs liable to the ſame Condemna- 
tion“. The whole World were become guilty be- 


fore God; and come ſhort of the Glory of God u. 
And therefore Few and Gentile were only to ſeek 


for Juſti cation, or the Remiſfion of Sins, through 


Faith in Chrift. This was the Method which God 
had fixed upon for the reſtoring a le World to his 
divine Favour r. NE ET: ws 

So that the Apoſtle no where oppoſes, in this great 
Affair of our Juſtification, the Works of the ceremo- 
nial Law to the Works of the moral Law ; but he 
oppoſes Faith (a divine Principle wrought in the Soul 
by the Spirit of God) to Works, in general; and 


_ therefore muſt exclude a// of every kind from being 


any Condition of our Fuftification, —And it is, upon 


the whole, ſubmitted, whether the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel be not here as much departed from, as the 


Doctrine of our own Church? 


a . —_—— 


6 — — 


f Gal. iii, 8—10. Deut. xxvii. 26. 


„„ 
But yon next proceed, p. 153, to quote ſome 
Lines from the Reverend Dr. Heylin.— The Works 
* of the Law are, indeed, ſometimes named only 
* Works, But the whole Tenor of the Epiſtle (to the 
% Raman) and the Context, always ſhews thoſe 
* Weirks to be the Works of the Moſaic Law.” This 
is moſt certainly true; but what is it brought to 
prove? — Does the Doctor fay, that the Yorks of 

the Moſaic Law do rot include Works of moral Du 
ties, Or virtuous Actions or that ſuch are nt ex- 
cluded from the Office of Fu/tifjing ? If he does, 
J leave the Reader to judge from what has been juſt 
ſaid : but if he includes e Dutics, Sc. in the 
| Wiarks of the Moſaic Law, then the Reader is to con- 
| fider, whether you have not here cited an Autho- 
rity quite againſt yavr/elf, But that learned Gentle- 
man thus proceeds. — Nay, thoſe Works are not 
only diffingui/bed from the Evangelical, which are 
called Good Horks ; but they are expreſsly oppoſed 
% to them, as Wrong to Right :—as particularly, 
Epbeſ. ii. 9, 10. Net of Works [theſe are the Works 


« of the Law] le any Man frond boaſt. For we 


« are created in Chriſt Jeſus unto Good Warks.— 
© [Theſe are the Warks of .the Goſpel.) All this, 
Sir, is perfectly agreeable to what has been already 
_ obſerved. © No Good Werks, ſays our Church, before 
Faith in Chrift 3 before the Inſpiration of bis Spirit. 
No Good Works, in the Senſe of the Go/pe/;, no Fruits 
of the Spirit, till by that Spirit we are united to the 


Spiritual Vine. 


U 


„We are created upto theſe Ces“ Warks [theſe 
Works of evangelical Righteouſneſs] in Ghrift Fee 


„ fas: and conſequently, before this xezy-Creation 
by Faith in him, our Works are not Good Wark, ei- 


ther according to the Geſpel, or the Doctrine of the 


Church of England. But yet I don't find that the 
Doctor ſays one Word againſt moral Duties being 


hut out from fuſing. However, that worthy 


Perſon thus adds, I have judged it ay be 


"I 


& Tholgical lagurii, P. 184. * Works, Vol. 


KA) 


* take notice of an Error, which has been miſchie- 
s youſly ſpread, and - incautioufly. admitted, that 


„ the Works of the Law, and Good Works, are the 


"© {ame?.” — They who alvayce this are highly to 


blame; but, as none are mentioned, I know not to 


to whom it belongs.—It is certainly a very great 


Errer ; but yet an Error, which I fear too ma 


are apt to fall into. The World, in general, are 
inclined to miſtake outward moral Duties, and an 


outward vνtuν,ſl/h0%ractice, for the Works of evange- 
lical Holineſs; the Fruits of divine Faith and divine 
Love. But ſtill, Sir, I am utterly at a loſs, how 
this can ſupport any thing you had before advanced 


It neither affirms, that Faith, in conjunction wih 


Good Works, is neceſſary to Juſtification; nor that 


St. Paul makes the Works of moral Duties a Part of 
the Condition of our being Jui, The Doctor 


plainly diftinguiſhes between the Works of the Moſaic 


Law, and Works of evangelical Righteouſneſs: but 


not between the Forks of the Moſaic Law, and the 


Works of moral Duties. This, indeed, you plainly 
do, p. 153. and, by your Quotation, you ſeem to 


have apprehended, that the Doctor had done the 


fame ; bat this is evidently a Miſtake, However, 
let the Reader judge for himſelf. OE? -- 


Nor is the Doctrine of the Methodiſts any more 


____<encerned in what you quote, p. 154. from the 
learned Bj 


Biſhop Stilling fleet, where he ſpeaks of thoſe, 
who ſuppoſed no more was required to Salvation, 


66 but A Fancy and firong Opinion, which they Will | 
< eaſily call Behieving *,” &c.—You ay, indeed, 


«© There may be Rea/on for ſome ſuch Caution, 


« -when, befides the Peculiarities in the Methodiſts 
% Notion of Faith, they talk with ſuch Contempt of 
your Workers and good Livers; while they have 


r —— * 
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* good hopes of Perſons of a profeſſedly wicked and 
1 Their 3 in ie yo — To havebeen - 
ufficiently cl up; and proved, I hope, agree- 
able to the Goppel, = the Doctrine of he Church. 
But as to what follows, we may recollect, that, ma- 
ny Ages ago, the Publicans and Harlots went in- 
to the Kingdom of God, before the ſelfrigbteaut 
% Phariſee*,"”" But thus it ſeemed meet to the Vi. 
.dom of God. The latter had ſo much outward Righ- 
teonſneſs; ſo many Works of external Religion to 
truſt to; ſo many negative and fo many poſitive Vir- 
tues to reſt on; ſo much of the mere Form of 
-Godlineſ5, that they could not be drove from relying 
on theſe fal/e Props: they ſaw no want of the Phy- 
fician of Souls, and therefore rejected him. T 
others, when they /awv their Sins, could ſee no Righ- 
teouſne/s in themſelves to have Recour/e to; and 
therefore were more eaſily led to Him, who could 
alone heal their Souls®. And if the ſame Things 
ſhould happen over again in theſe Days, where is 
the Injury or Wrong done, if better Hopes be oftener 
entertained of the one than of the other? 
But you next proceed, p. 155. to mention © Mr. 
« W-:/ley's Deſcription of the State of thoſe who 
% have Forgivencſs of Sins, but not a clean Heart, 
« even a Heart deſperately wicked ;—yet need not 
% doubt, or fear. And this, Sir, you repreſent 
as an Encouragement to Sin. But if it be really 
ſo, how ſhall we vindicate the Doctrine of our own 
Church? Does ſhe not eæpreſiiy declare, that this 
Infection of Nature [our origina/ Corruption] doth 
«© remain, yea, in them that are regexerated ©?” And 
how much, Sir, may this differ from Mr. W:/ey, 


* *— 


Matth. xxi. 31, 32. b Luke v. 27,—32. 
Ch. xvi. 14, 15. Ch. xviij. 9 14. Jobs ix. 39=—41. 
© Fourth Journal, p. 35, 36. Article IX. 
ir . whether 


(73) 
- -whether our Church be there ſpeaking of Papti/mal 
| Regeneration, or Regeneration in any other part of 


Life? However, I hope, all is ſafe; and no Dan- 


ger from either. But, firſt, let it be obſerved, that 
it is one thing, to have a Heart deſperately wicked; 


and another, to e it: Fhe former is from our 6wn 


Corruptions; the latter, from the Spirit of Gad. Till 


He has convinced us of Sin, our Sin will remain, 


tho' we are blind to it. What may be the Reaſon, 
Sir, that ſo many nominal Chriſtians can find ſo little 
to complain of in their own Hearts? Is it the tho- 
rough Parity and San#ification of them? I wiſh 
it were ſo.— But is it not rather for want of a di- 

vine Ligbt deſcending from above? However, what 
is the meaning, that a deſperately wicked Heart (that 


is, of a jut ied Perſon) has no Cauſe to doubt or fear F 
 Muft not this be the Reaſon, - When the Gilt of 


Sin is waſhed' away by the Blood'of Chrift * or, 
in other Words, when we are juftificd by Faith, 


„e have then Pence with God, through our Lord 


„ Feſus Chrift ?*) Rom. v. 1. And what Cauſe can 
there be, to doubt or fear, when we have Peace with 
God; and when Chriſt has taken away the Sting of 
Death, as to its condemning and reigning Power : 


: 


And his Spirit will alſo remove the very ing of it 
out of the Soul: for the whole Body of Sin ſhall be 
dieſtroyed. But this great Work of a thorough Sanc- 


tification of Scul, Body, and Spirit, is 33 y a gradual 


and progreſſive Work; and not to be expected imme- 
diately upon our Juſliſication. — However, Rea- 
der, don't miſtake; for tho' the Root of Sin remain in 
the Heart, even after the Blood of Chrift has made 


the Atonement for us; yet if thou live in the Indul. 
gence of any Six of thy Soul, tho" it be only tlie 


Love of the Warld, or the Pride of Life ; thou haſt 


great Cauſe both to doubt and fran; even tho” thou 
art not able to e, that thy Heart is deſberately 


wicked, Therefore take no Encouragement.to fin, 


4 She” « Ao 
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from this Doctrine of the Methadiſis; for it d:/;ows 
none, and gives none. W 
But, next, you © inſert (what you call) a pretty 


* remarkable Paſſage of Mr. Weley's; which, tho“, 
perhaps, you ſay, not any Ob/rudion to. Metho- 
_ **&i/m, is evidently ſo to Religions and a good Life. 


P. 156. Let us now proceed to this evident Ob- 


 firudtion to all Goodneſs.—** I heard, ſays Mr. We/- 


« ly, a Sermon, wherein it was aflured, that our 
« Repentance was not ſincere, but feigned and hy- 


& pocritical; firſt, if we relapſed into Sin ſeon after 


« repenting ; eſpecially if, ſecondly, we did not 


© avoid all Occafions of Sin; or if, thirdly, we re- 
 ** lapfed frequently ; and, moſt of all, if, fourthly, 
our Hearts were hardened thereby gs RTE 


Upon this, you remark, © One would think this 
« no bad Diwinity; but, it ſeems, not a Word of it 


„ is true. But now, whether all theſe Marks to- 
| ether are any certain Proof, that our Repentance 
was wot ſincere, let the Reader judge; eſpecially tho/e 
Di vines, who have for many Years obſerved the 


Fruits of a Sick-bed Repentance. How often has 
the firſt of theſe Marks appeared ? And as to the 


three following, they naturally ariſe out of one an- 


other. Every Sin will more and more indiſpoſe us 


to avoid the Occaſion of finning ; this will occaſion 


frequent Relapſes; and by theſe, our Hearts will 
grow hardened, —But are theſe ſufficient Proofs, that 
we did not mean what we profeſſed and promiſed ? 


That our Vonus, and Promiſes, and Reſalutions, were 


not the Language of our Hearts, but merely frigned 


Pretences, and mere Hypocriſy *—Let us hear the 


Opinion of the learned Biſbep Taylor. Speaking of 


the Danger of a Death-bed Repentance, he admits, 


é that a Man's Purpoſe may. be ſincere and hearty ; 


» * r 


* Third Journal, p. 78, 79. 
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may "again be recovered, and 
< Few Me 
* ſuch Preſſures, hypocritical and vn. An bon: 


CIS 
but that it may be afterwards * nay, that it 


, again. 
n (ſays he) are at thoſe Inſtants, and in 


Heart is not ſure to remain ſo, but may ſplit up- 
* on a Rock of a violent Invitation f. Nor, in- 
deed, Sir, is there any room to ſuſpect, that, at fuch 
cwvfal Seaſons, Men can poſſibly trie; tho“ After- 
T-mptations ſoon overbear all their former Purpoſes 
and Reſolutions. But when a Soul is under any 
Apprehenſions of the Diſpleaſure of God; when it 
begins to feel the Arrows of the Almighty; and 
even to hear the Thunders of God's Wrath rolling 
over it; — can ſuch a one be otherwiſe than in ear- 
neſt, when he talks of Hing from the Wrath to 


come. 


From theſe Inſtances of a Sic-bed Rrpeit ance, We 


may judge, in ſome meaſue, how far thoſe Obſerva- 
tions are rightly founded. —But let us further con- 
fider, what Mr. Weflzy has to fay.—** O what-a 
« Hypocrite have I been ( if this be ſo) for near 
„ twice ten Years! But I know it is not ſo. Here 
you remark,—** He is at liberty to ſpeak for him- 
« ſelf; but, I apprehend, has no Authority to in- 


* clude every one, notwithſtanding his Poſttiveneſs,”” 


After this Note, you continue your Quotation. 


„ know, ſays Mr. Veſey, every one ander the 


* Law, is even as I was.” And truly, Sir, if you 


think otherwiſe, you ſeem to differ a little from 


St. Pau/:— According to him, © Sin has Dominion 
« over all ſuch as are under the Lay B. And this 
State the Apoſtle oppoſes to the being led by the Spi- 


rit of Chriſt b. He alone it is, who can make a 


Soul free from the Law of Sin i. And therefore til 
then, I fear that all are in Mr. W:fey's Caſe, how 


unkind ſoever they may take it to be thought ſo. 


PF Life of the Holy Jeſu, Fart ii. p. 214. F 41. 


8 Rom. vi, 14, Cal. v.18. ' Rom, viii. 2. 


G 2 ; But 


Y 


3, 4. 7-9. 13-16. Cal. iii. 26. Ch. v. 24. 
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(76) 


But let us go on with what is quoted from him. 


Every one, when he begins to ſee his fallen State, 


«< and to feel the Wrath of God abiding on him, 
* relapſes into the Sin that moſt eaſily beſets him, 
*« ſoon after repenting of it. Sometimes he avoids, 
and at many other Times, cannot perſuade him- 
ſelf to awoid the Occafions of it. Hence his Re- 
** lapſes are freauent, and, of conſequence, his 
« Heart is hardened more and more: and yet all 
* this time he is ſincerely ſtriving againſt Sin.— 
Nor can he, with all his Sigcerity, avoid any one 
of theſe four Marks of Hypocriſy ; tiil being juſti- 
«« fied by Faith, &c.—It is ſubmitted, Sir, whe- 


ther, till then, we are not tied and bound with the 


Chain of our Sins? And whether the /incere/? of us 
all muſt not cry out/with the Man, in the viib of 
the Romans, Who ſhall deliver me from the Body of 
* this Death? y 24. That Perſon had all the 
Maris of Sincerity that a Man could have; and 
yet, for want of the Spirit of Chriſt to break his, 
Chains, he was for ever relapſing into the Sin he 
abo net, The holy Apoſtle refers us to the only 
Remedy, — The Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt 
Feęſus hath made me Vree from the Law of Sin and 


Death“. We only then enter upon that glori- 
ous Freedom when we are made the Children of God 


by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus: for then we have his Spirit 
to lead as; and are by him made free from Sin, and 
enabled to. crucify the Fleſb with the Aﬀetions and 
Lujis ; and are thus delivered from the Body of this 


Death, from that carnal Mind, which cannot be 


ſubject to the Law of Gd. — And therefore, whe- 
ther all your bantering, p. 157, proceed from the 


| Knowledgs-of the Goſpel, or from any other Caule, 


1 


let the intelligent Reader judge. 


* 
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As to what you object, in the ſame Page, with 
regard to the Holy Communion", Mr. Neſey has 
twice explained himſelf long ago v: but yet the old 
Objection is repeated, and no Notice is taken of the 
Anſwer. But this might have hindered the uſual 
Compariſon, and foiled a Toke, in almoſt Scripture- 
W:rads: * Oh! how good a Thing is the Concord of 
*« Brethren*®$s” P. 159. 38 1:5 Tak 
You next obſerve, that Mr. We/ſry has taught 
Hus, that Infirmitits are no Sint. And you object, 
* that ' tis a Leop- hole to creep out of every moral and 
* religious Obligatian.” But now, ſince a Reader 
might be deſirous to know, where he could meet 
with this Doctrine of Mr. Wejley,—how happen'd it, 
Sir, that you did nor refer him to the Place? Was it 
want of Time, or want of Memory? Or was it, becauſe 
the Reader would have found that every Loop-hole 
was ſhut up? TI hope this was not the Reaſon ;; 
ſince no Man could be thus guilty, who had not 
firſt broke through every moral and religious Re- 
traint. * . 
In the ſame Page, the Sed [of Methodiſts is char- 
ged with being] “ not very remarkable for the Gift 
* of Cbaſtity. — Here is the Charge; where is the 
Proof? Why, we are entertained again with the 
famous Met hodiſt Teacher, Who had been mention'd 
in the F, Part, p. 71. and next preſented with 
an Account of Nicolaitans, Gnoftics, Montaniſts, Va- 
lentinians, John of Leyden, David George, &c.. 
p. 159—161, All which abundantly proves the 
Goodneſs of that Intention, which would blacken a, 
Number of innocent Perſons, by ſach. mean and. 
diſingenuous Arts! e 


m Fourth Journ. p. 46,47. * Letter to ths 
late Biſhop of London, p. 12—15, Second Letter te 
Mr, Church, p. 26. » P/al. cxxxiu. P Serm. 
on Chriſitan Purfectian, p. A2, 13. and ths Second 
Velume of Hymns Pref p. 4, 5. 4 e 0. 
79; ee FP. 1625 


- pot only for what 


„ 
E 162, 163. We have over again the Mer odd f 


Doubts and Diſteliefs, Diviſions, and Coolneſs for 
Good Works ; which have already been taken notice 


of.— And they are charged, p. 164, in their“ Au- 
« fawwers and Defences, with the conſtant Uſe of Fe- 
« fuitical Sophiſtry, Artifice, and Craft, Evaſion, 


« Reſerve, Equivocation, and Prevarication.”” But 


is Page, or Book, or Author mentioned? Not one! 


You, however, aſſure the Reader, it“ is manife//ly 


„true: and after having poured forth this Flood 
of Scandal, you ſeem willing to diſmiſs the Subject, 


and tell the Reader, that you © awave it. — But 


What is it, that you wave? The Abuſe? No! No- 


5 thing but the Proof of it! But does this become = 
. JR Hiſtorian ? 
At p. 172—176, we have an Inſtance of as mean 


and low Artifice, as ever one Divine could make 


uſe of, to blacken another. It is deſigned to ſhew 
* Method: ical Tendenc of to Popery, in the Recom- 


* mendation of Popiſh Books.” In order to ſupport 


che you mention the Life of Mr. De Renty; of 


which Mr. Neſſey made and publifhed an Extra, 


« for the Benefit of his Fo/lowvers.”'—PBut is the Reader 


reſented with an 1 thing out of 2his Extra? No. 
Vhat is the Reaſon of it? Why, certainly, for a 
good Reaſon :— © You had not ſeen it!” P. 173. 


nd would the Reader have any Gentleman charge 


His Brother from a Piece he had rower ſeen? Can 


any reaſonable Man defire, that you ſhould have 


roved any Met hodiſtical Tendency to Pepery from 
r. Wiſley's Extra&, when you politively declare, 


| that you are per fedtly ignorant, whether any of the 


« proper Doctrines of Popery are inferted in that Ex- 
« trat?” P.178. But if a Reader ſhould ſtill be 
diſatisfied with your Conduct, and dem and the Rea- 


ſon, why Mr. W:/ty ſhould be thought anſwerable, 
2. had done, bat alfo for what 


be had not done? Or whether he was any more 
Chargeable with that French Nobleman's Pepery, 
which 


| -- 499 
| | : which he had neither pub/i/ed nor recommended, than 
| Dean Stanhope, or Dr. Bafil Kennet were anſwer⸗ 
ER able for the Popery of Thomas d Kempis, or Monſ. 
Paſcal ;—T ſay, if ſuch Queſtions ſhould be aſked, 
would it not be ſufficient to anſwer; © That it be- 

| ing the Comparer's Purpoſe, to prove a Tendency 
Fo ( to Popery either in Mr. He or his Writings, it 

"7 


* would have been ab/urd to produce a Piece, where 
* it was not to be found. Or poſſibly you might 
*« want Leiſure, or Opportunity, or Inclination, to 
ſee that Extra, as you expreſs yourſelf in the 
Preface to your Firſt Part. But, be this as it will, 
you had juſt before introduced, at p. 172, one 
Donna Catharina, who being intent en a goad 
«© Match, but caſually caſting her Eyes on a Cra- 
© cifix, preſently the Lord totally changed her; and 
| © ſhe retired into a ſecret Place to pray, where the 
j „ Dcwil exerciſed her with notable Deluſions.”) Are 
: not here, Sir, three excellent Subjects for 7%? 
be being totally changed by the Lord; Retiring to 
B | &« ſecret Prayer; and the being ſeverely tempted of 
|  * the Dewil!” What can a Divine do more to 
make ſome Improvement among us, of a ſerious 
* and ſober Senſe of true Religions? What can 
inſpire a mirthful Age with a deeper ſenſe of the Ne- 
ceſſity of private Prayer; of being renewzed' in the 
Spirit of their Mind; and of ſeeking after divine Aſ- 
ſiſtance in the Hour of Temptation? What can 
prepare them more effectually for their ſpiritual Can- 
5 /ii&s, than to find ſpiritual Deſolatiens, Deſertic us, 
5 Deſpuirings, and other Pangs of the Nææo Birth ; to- 
ö gether with divine Communications, and Inſpirations, 
made, over and over again, the Subject of Rridicule, 
and the mere Offspring of Popery and Enthuflaſm"? 
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( 80.) 
But, at laſt you crown the Worx, as if you had 
nothing in view, but only how to avoid the Cenſure 
of the Poet: | 5 „ | 
| Amphora capit 


Inſtitui; currente rota, cur Urceus exit fo 


for thus you finiſh your Second Part; Upon a Re- 
*. view of the Whole, the Reader will be apt to- 
& conclude with myſelf, in the Words of Mr. White- 
field, —Ob! what a Myſtery is the divine Life? 
The Reader, Sir, who has been agreeably diverted 
with all that went before, will hardly grow grawer 
now. Such a Reader is, no doubt, prepared both. 
to conclude as you ſhall direct, and to eſteem the 
Concluſion as jocoſe as the Beginning. But whether 
your more evi/e and ſerious Readers may not be 
ſhock'd at ſo profane a Foke, I leave you, Sir, to 
conjecture. —Do you think, Sir, the divine Life, or 
Myſtery of it, ought to be treated in ſo ludicrous a. 
manner? I pray God forgive the thoughz/c/s Man. 
who was capable of it ! 3 - 
I know, bir, you have ſet your Heart upon tri- 
umphing over Methodiſm, as Biſhop Stilling fleet did: 
over Poperyt: bat why ſhould a Man veuture Con- 
ſcience and Character upon ſo contemptible a Con- 
queſt 2. He may, undoubtedly, for a time, conceal 
his Name and Character from the World (and it 
may be highly prudent ſo to do) but how will he 
conceal himſelf from One he has within him; who is 
not only acquainted with him, but who will one Day 
make him hear his. Voice, whether he will or not # 
And of what Service or Conſolation will it then be, 
that he had once a// the Laughers on his Side? 
Wil this Reflection, Sir, give him Comfort at a. 
dying Hour ? Will it any thing avail. him, at that 
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- © eevful Seaſon (towards which he is every Moment. 
haſtening) that he had contributed to the Mirth of 
a giddy, careleſs, and wretched World, by treating 

many ſerious Chriſtians with the utmoſt Contempt and 
Ridicule; by writing in ſuch a manner, as might 

ſeem a Burle/que upon many great and wat hty De- 

Arines of the G:/pel ; and which muſt, therefore, 

without a continued Miracle, prove a Stumbling- 
Hick to many weak Perſons, and harden the Prefase 
and Jrrelig:ous in ſcoffing at the very Power of God- 

lineſs? Such Reflections, Sir, muſt prove, ſooner 
or later, a Vulture to the Heart: Nor will all the 
Flatteries of Friends or Dependents, nor the Ap- 
_ Probation of a whole /aughing World, afford one 
Moment's Eaſe. Nothing can do this, but the 
Blood of Feſus applied to that Wound. — And there- 
fore to that precious Blood of Sprinkling may every 
guilty Soul be brought, whilſt the Day of Salvation 
laſts i Lam, Su, in all Truth,; = 7 2 


rn our Very ſincere 77 cll-qwifher, 
Vin, Perronet, 
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Page Line „ 

12 29 for ſometimes, r. themſelves, 

| 4:; Jos; berry. #5 . 
17 18 for /elf-feeling, r. ſelf-ſeching, 


19 4 before him inſert o. | PRIN 
35 31 for Opinions, r. the Opinions of the Ma» 
2 radians. | 
45 5 for Heats, r. Hearts. 
51 18 after do add 0. 


55 16 after hich add (you ſeg ) | 


| Publiſhed by the ſame Author. 
I. 7 indication of Mr. 16 from the Chara 
of giving Encouragement to Sceptie;/m and 
Infideli ity, and from ſeveral other Miſtakes and Ob- 
jections of the learned Author of the Procedure, Ex- 
tent, and Limits of human Und:rflanding. In fix 

Dialogues. Wherein is likewiſe enquired, whether 


1 55 Mr. Locke's true Opinion of the Soul's Immateriality 


was not miſtaken by the late learned Mr. Leibnitz. 
Hlunmani nibil à me alienum puto. Tix. 


II. A Second Findication of Mr. Lacke, wherein his 
Sentiments relating to Per/onal Identity, are cleared 
up from ſome Miſtakes of the Reverend Dr. Butler 
| (now Lord Biſhop of Briſtol in his Diſſertation on 

that Subject; and the various Objections raiſed againſt 
Mr. Locke, by the learned Author of An Enquiry into 
the Nature of the human Soul, are conſidered ; to 
which are added Reflections on ſome Paſlages of 
Dr. Watts's Philoſophical Eſſays. 


Cenſure is the Tax a Man pays to the Public for 
yr Eminent, Lord Ba CON, 


III. Some F, nquiries, chiefly relating to ſpiritual 
= in which the Opinions of Mr. Hobbes, with: 
regard to Senſation, Immaterial Subſtance, and the 
Attributes of the Deity, are taken notice of And 
wherein likewiſe is examined, how far the Suppo - 
ſition of an inviſible Tempter is defenſible on the 
Principles of natural Reaſon. In four Dialogues. 


Toy Oed, Wc 76 FoOwTalor, Bunopueres Y iH νũaͤ. 

X- Ouraphtyey, | Plat. de Leg. L. x. | 
| Yuxn &y n, Lge TW ful: e * an ubgo· 

Idem in Phædon | 

ala xaxy dle, wes ahr. Zaleuc. apa 

Stobæum. 1 1 


Publised by tht Jaine Ruthor. 


Iv l an the divine nge of 
.. the Gel; and on tali fallly ſo called; ma 
Diſoure on Rom. 907 1 


v. An Eſlay on e 


| Negu⸗ enim ita generati a Natura fumus, ut ad * 
dum et jocum fucti efſe videamur : ſed ad Severitatem 


potins et ad quant ſudia | Gahran, * Majora. 
Cie. de Officiis, Li c& 29, 


; VI. An earneſt Exhortation to the ſtrict Practice 
of Chriſtianity. Drawn up chiefly for the Uſe of 
the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Shoreham in Kent. 
Strait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way which 
leadeth unto Life, and few there be that find it. 
Matth. vii. 14. 
Fam Man will come after me, let him deny him- 
Lell, and take 8 his Croſs daily, and rut me. Luke 
ix. 23. 


„ Some Reflections, by way of W on 
the Nature of Original Sin, Baptiſmal Regeneration, 
Repentance, the New Birth, Faith, Juſtification, 
Chriſtian Perfection, or Univerſal Holineſs, ue the | 

Inſpiration of the Spirit of Gf. * 

"Hpezis 93 eng erenter xo cab geh, Wen as 
oxarduna, En ot Heels. 1 Cor. i. 23. ; 
— C Ti N ,ꝰt 3 EM , ooPiay gore; 3 Exe To | 
Ngsvsn, copla, ovice Te narge. Oi leis Yay or 
40% oxea x) «yore no xoAntnous 6 0s Faverg TH * 
pov ict. Theophyl. in 1 Cor, i. 24, 25. | 
Nex roi · v˖ To H, ivce 0ix7 To UH i T0, x) 
0” 4b Jh ou d Cen. Idem in Rom. viii. 11. * 


Humbly inſcribed to the Moſt Reverend and Right 
Reverend the Lords the . and Bitxops of 


E. — 


0 „ 


—— 


E We.” r N 
9 2 1 * * 1 4 
| * 


Publiſhed by the ſame Author. 


VIII. An Affectionate Addreſs to the People 
ated Quarters ; with regard to Water-Bapti/m, 
and the Lord's Supper. Wherein the Arguments of - 
the late learned Mr. Robert Barclay are conſidered. 


Ye are my Friends, if ye do whatſoever 1 command 
yon. John XV. 14. 


IX. FOE Remarks on a late Anonymous Piece, in- 
tituled, The Enthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and Papiſts 
compared In a Letter to the Author. 


— 4 eue & ty 9, xabus ' were al: — 
aloe ir, ) {(wpohoyiay 1 EUTRUMENC, Th BX - 
74. —Epheſ. v. 3, 4. 

F any Man will. come after me, let him is him- 
Self, and take up his Croſs daily, and follew me. Luke 
ix. 23. 


N. Defence of Infant-Boptiſm fin Liſs to 
the Objections of the late learned Mr. Gale. 4 » 

a Letter to the Reverend Mr. John Weſley, A 

Fellow of Lixco/n-College, Oxford, To ich is 
added an Appendix, chiefly deſigned for the Benefit 
of the unlearned Reader. 


Efa⁰. 08 eig AN Aνν iow "WD ON TIT ard; w 
Tins neon; 1 1 Cor. 1 IV. 3. | 
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